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For none of us liveth t to 5 binfell 


"HH: E.R. i ig not. a Soi in 
- fcripture, which ftrikesa narrow 
~ foul with greater aftonifhment— 
and one might as eafily engage 
to, clear up the darkeft problem in geome- 
try to an ignorant mind, as make a fordid 
one comprehend the truth and reafonable- 


-efs. of :this. ‘plain: propofitién.—-No: man 


liveth :to: himfelf!: Why—Dees any man 
live to any thing elfe ?—In the whole com- 
-pafs of human life can a prudent man fteer 
to.a fafer point ?++Not live to himfelf ?— 
‘To whom :.then ?++Can.any intefefts. or 
‘concerns which are foreign to a: man’s felf 
have fuch a claim over him, that he mutt 
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Serve under them—fufpend. his own:pur= 
fuits—ftep out of his right courfe, till o~ 
_ thers have pafied by‘him, and attathed the- 
feveral ends and _purpofes:of. living before 
him ; P- 


“If, with a-felfith heart, fuch:an enquirer 
fhould- happen to have a-fpeculative head: 
too, he will: proceed, and. afk you. whe- 
ther this fame principle which the apoftle: 
here throws out of the. life of man, is not. 
in fact, the: grand. bias of his nature ?—. 


That however we may flatter ourfelves. 
with fine-{pun notions of difintereftedneG: 


‘and heroifm in what we:do ;. that’were the- 


‘moft popular of ‘our actions -ftripped’na-. 
ked; and the-true motives and itentiaons of: 


them. fearched-to the bottom ;--we fhould: 
‘find little reafon. for. triamph. upon. that 
‘{core. A a oe nS a ; eek 


In a. iooed: he wit ie ist tien ee 


_altogether'a bubble to hitnfelf in this mat-- 


-ter, and that after all that can.be faid in — 


his behalf, the trueft definition that can be- 
-given of him is this, that. he. is a-.felfith: 


‘anumal; and that all- His. actions. have lo. - 
ftrong a a ae = that ee asi to. 
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SERMON VIE; 7. 
ffiew (to whomever elfe he was intended to 
live). that in-fact, he lives only to himfelf. 


Before I reply directly to‘ this accufa- 
tion, I cannot help obferving by. the way, 
that there. is fcarce any thing. which has. 
done more differvice to focial: virtue, than 


the frequent reprefentations of human na- 
ture, ‘under this-hideous- picture of defor- 


mity, which by leaving out. all that is 
generous. and: friendly in. tlie heart. of 
man, has funk him below the lével of -a 
brute, as if he was a compofition of all 
that was mean-fpirited and felfith. Surely, 
“us one ftep towards acting, well, to. think 
worthily of our nature; and.as: in com- 
mon life the way to make a-man honett;, 
is, to fuppofe. him {0,. and treat him as 


- fuch ;—fo here,. to fet fome value upon 


ourfelves, enables us to.fupport the cha- 
racter, and even infpires and. adds. fenti- 
ments of generofity and: virtue to thofe 
which we havealready preconceived. The 


_ feripture tells, That Gop made man ia 


his own image,—not furely in the fenfi- 
tive and corporeal: part of him, that'could 
bear no refemblance with a pure and infi+ 
nite fpirit,—but what refemblance' he bore 

A4 ~ was. 
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‘was undoubtedly in the moral rectitude, 
and the kind and benevolent affections of 
his nature. And tho’ the brightnefs of 
this image has been fullied greatly by the 
fall of man,-in our firft parents, and the 
characters of it rendered: ftill lefs legible, 
by the many fuper-inductions of his own 
depraved appetites fince———yet ’tis a lau 
‘dable pride and a true greatnefs of mind 


to cherifh a belief, that there is fo much © 
of that glorious image ftill left upon it, as | 


fhall reftrain him from bafe and difgrace- 
ful actions; to anfwer which end, what 
thought can be more conducive than that, 
of our being made in the likenefs of the 
greateft and beft of beings? This is a 
plain confequence. And the confideration 
of it fhould have-in fome meafure been 
a protection to human nature, from the 
yough ufage fhe has met with from the 
fatirical pens of fo many of thé French 
writers, as well as of our own country, 
who with more wit that well-meaning 
have defperately fallen foul upon the whole 
fpecies, as. a fet of-creatures incapable ei- 
ther of private friendfhip or public fpirit, 


but juft.as the. cafe fuited their own inte. | 


reft and. agvanine: ‘tila 
That 
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. That.there ‘is felfifhnes, ‘and meéannefs 
enough in the’{Guls .of one part of the 


world, to hurt’ the credit of .the- other 
part of: it, is what I fhall. not difpute 


agaihit ; but to judge of the whole, from 
this bad fample,:.and-becawfe dne matt is 
plotting and artful in, his: nature——or, a 
fecond:: openly: makeg ‘his pleafure or his 
profit the fole centre of all his defigns— 
or becaufe a third ftrait-hearted wretch. 
fits confined . within himéelf, feels ‘no. 
misfortunes, ‘but. thofe which’ touch him- 
felf ; to. involve :the whole race without 
mercy under-fuch detefted characters, is a 
conclufion as falfe, as itis pernicious ; and 
was it in general to gain credit, could ferve 


no end, but the rooting owt of our nature 


all ‘that: is: generous, "and planting ‘in the — 
{téad of it:‘fuch-an averfion to: each other, 
as muft untie the bandé of fociety, and rob 
us of one of the greateft pleafures of it, the ; 
mutual communications of kind offices; 
and by poifoning the fountdin, ' ‘rendering — 


eely thing peace that none es it. 
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To the honour, of human nature, the 
fcripture teaches us, that God made man 
upright—and though he has fince found 
out many inventions, which have: myeh 
‘difhonoured: this noble ftryCture, yet the 
foundation.of it ftands as it was,——the 
whole frame and defign of it carried on up- 
on focial virtue and public: fpirit, and eve- 


ry. member of us fo evidently fupported by 


this {trong cement, that we may fay with 
the apoftle, that no man liveth te himfelf. 
In. whatfoever light we. view him, we. fhall 
fee evidently, that there is no ftation or 
condition of his hfe;—no office or relation, 
or circumftance, but there arife from it 
fo many ties, fo many indifpenfible claims 


upon him, as muft perpetually carsy-hun © . 


beyond any felfifh confideration, and'thew 
plainly, that was aman foolifhly wicked 
enough to defign to live to himfelf alone, 


e 


he would either find it mpraCticable, or he | 


- would lofe, at leaft, the very thing which 
made life itfelf defirable. .We know that 
our creator, like an all-wife contriver in 


this, as in all other of his works, has im-" 


planted in mankind fuch appetites and in- 
clinations as were fuitable for their ftate ; 
that 


SERMON: VIL ix 
that is, fuch as would naturally lead him 
‘to the love of fociety and friendfhip, with- 
out which he would. have been foyind ina 
-worle condition than the very beafts of the 
field. No one therefore who livés in focie- 
‘ty, can be faid to live to himéelf, he | 
lives to: his Gop, to his king, and his 
- country, —+He lives to his family, to his 
friends; to. all under his truft, and, ina 
_ word, he lives to the whole race of man- 
kind; whatfoever has the character of man, . 
and wears’ the fame image of Gopthat he 
does, is ‘truly his brother, and has ajuft 
- Claim to his kindnefs.—T hat this is the cafe - 
in fact, as wellas in theory, may be made : 
plain to any one, who has made any obfer- - 
vations upon human life.——When~ we > 
have traced it through allits conneCtions, . 
| viewed it under the feveral obligations . 
which fircceed each other in a perpetual 
rotation’ through the different ftages of a - 
hafty pilgrimage, .we thall find that thefe- 
do operate fo ftrongly upon it; and lay us ; 
juftly under fo many reftraints,: that: we - 
are every hour -‘facrificing fomething to (o- - 
eee: ciety, in return for the benefits we receive | 
from it it, 
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_ To illuftrate this, let us take a fhort fur- 
vey of the life of any one man, (not liable 
to great exceptions, but fuch a life as is 
common to moft) let us examine it merely , 
to this point, and try how far it will an- 
{wer fuch a reprefentation. | , 


If we begin with him in that early age, 
wherein the ftrongeft marks of undifguifed 
tendernefs and difinterefted compaffion 
thew themfelves,—I might previoufly ob- 
ferve, with what impreffions he is come 
out of the hands of Gop,—with the very 
_ bias upon his nature, which prepares him 
- forthe character, which he was defigned 

to fulfil. But let us pafs by the years 
which: denote childhood, as no lawful 
evidence, you'll fay, in this difpute ; let us 
follow him to the period, when he is juft 
got loofe from tutors and governors, when 
his actions may be argued upon with lefs 

exception. If you obferve, you will find, 
that one of the firft and leading propenfi- 
‘tiesof his nature, is that, which difcovers 
itfelf in the defire of fociety, and the {pon- 
taneous love towards thofe of his kind. 
‘And tho’ the natural wants and exigen- 
cies 
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“cies of his condition, are no doubt, one rea- 


fon of this-amiable impulfe,—Gop having 
founded that in him, as a provifional fecu- 
rity to make him focial,—Yet tho’ it isa 
reafon in nature;—’tis® reafon, to him yet 
undifcovered. Youth 1s not apt to philo- 
fophife fo deeply — but follows,—as it 
feels itfelf prompted by the (inward work- 
ings of benevolence—without view to it- 
felf, or previous calculation either of the 
lofs or profit which may acrue. Agreeably 
to this, obferve how warm, how heartily 
he enters into friendfhips,—how difinte- 
refted, and unfufpicious in the chojce of 
them,—how generous and open in his pro- 
feffions ! —how fincere and honeft in ma- 
king them good !—When his friend i is in 
diftrefs,—what lengths he will go, what 
hazards he will bring upon himfelf, What 
embaraffment upon his affairs to extricate 
and ferve him! If man is altogether a fel- 


fith creature (as thefe moralifers would 


‘make Inm) ‘tis certain he does not arrive 
at the full ‘maturity of it, in this time of 
his life. No, If he deferves any accufa- 
tion,. tis in the other extream, “ That in 
his youth he is generally more Foo. than 
KNAVE,”—and fo far from being fufpected 

of 
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of living to himéelf, that he lives rather to 
every body elfe; the unconfcioufneds. of art 
and defign in his own intentions, rendering | 
him fo utterly void.of a fufpicion of it in 
others, as to leave him_too oft a bubble to - 
every one who will take the advantage.— 
But you -will fay; he. foon -abates of thefe - 
tranfports of difinterefted love ; and as he 
grows dlder,—grows. wiler, and. learns to 
' live more to ana 


Let us examine.-—— 


“That a longer knowledge of: the wort: 
“and fome experience of infincerity,——will . 
teach him a leffon of more caution inthe » 
choice of friendfhips, . and. lefs forwardnefs = 
in the undiftinguifhed offers -of his fervie - 
ces, is what I grant.. But if he cools of 
—thefe, does he’ not grow warmer ftill - 
in connections of a different kind 2? Fol- 
low him, I pray you, into the next ftage 
of life, where he has entered into en- 
gagements, and appears as the father of 
a family, and, you wilt fee, the paflion 
ftill remains, the ftream fomewhat 
more confined, ———but, - runs the ftronger 

| a 
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. to himfelf,? 
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. for it, ——the fame benevolence of heart 
‘altered only in_ its courfe, and the diffe- 
-rence . of objects towards which it. tends. 
‘Take.a fhort. view of him in this light, 
as acting under the many tender claims 
‘which . that relation Jays.upon him,—— 
{pending many :weary-days, and fleeptefs 
nights——utterly: forgetful of himfelf,— - 


Intent only upon his family,. and with 
an anxious heart contriving and labour- 
ing to preferve it from diftrefs, againft 


nefs, to fave others the forrow of doing 
fo after him. ‘Does fuch a one live only 


{wer this queltion for. him. How oft have 


-ye facrificed your health, —your .eafe,— 


your -pleafures,—nay, the. very comforts of 


your lives, for the fake of your childrén? — 
-—-How many indulgencies have ye gi- 
— What felf-denials and. diffi- — 
‘culties have ye chearfully undergone for ~ 


them ?—In. their. ficknefs, or. reports of 


their mifconduct ? How have ye gone an 
Jour way forravwing t 2. What alarms within 


you, 


Ye who: are parents: an-- 


‘that hour when he. fhall be taken from - 

ts protection. Does fuch a one-live to 
himfelf ? ——= He , who rifes’ early, late 
-takes reft, and eats the: bread of careful- 
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‘you, whén fancy forebodes but imaginary 
misfortunes hanging over them ?— but 
when real ones have overtaken them, and 
mifchief befallen them in the way in which 
they have gone, how. fharper than a fword 
have.-ye felt the : workings of - parental 
_ kindnefs ? In. whatever period of human 


‘life we look for proofs of felfifhhefs;—let us” 


not feek them in ‘this relation of a parent, 
whofe whole life, when truly known, ts 
‘often little elfe but a fucceflion of cares, 
heart-aches, and -difquieting ‘apprehen- 
‘fions,—enough to fhew,' that he is but an 
inftrument in. the hands ‘of Gop-to provide 
fot the, well-being of others, to ferve thele 
intereft as well as his own. 


. If you. ‘try the ae of this’ sbatohiog 
-apon.every other part or. fitudtion of the 
fame. life, yeu will find it: holds'-good' in. 
one degree. or other ; take aiview of it 


' “out-of-thefe clofer-connections -both -of ‘a . 


friend and parent.—Confider him fora 
- -ynomént, under that natural-alliance, ‘in 
which evéna heathen. poet: has : placed 
shiny; namely that of 4. man':— and as 
fach, to his. honour, as‘one’ capable of 
ftanding unconcerned, in whatever concerns 


his 


SS eleni, 
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his fellow” creatures. —Compatfion has fo 
‘ -great-afhare in our nature, and the mi- 
_ feries of this world are fo conftant an exer- 
~ cife of it} as to leave it in no one’s power 
(who deferves the name of man) in this re- 
‘pect, to live to bimfelf. 


“He cannot ftop his cars againtt the 
-eries of the unfortunate. —The fad ftory 
of the fatherlefs and him that has no hel- 
per.mufi be heard.—The forrowful fighing 
‘of the prifoners will come before bim , anda 
thoufand other untold cafes of diftrefS to 
which the life of ‘man is fubject, finda 
way to his heart——Let intereft guard | 
the paflage as it will, if be bas this world’s 
goods, and feeth bis brother bave need, be 
will not be able to fout up bis bowels of come 
palfion from him, 


Let any man of common humanity, 
Jook"back upon his own life as fubjected 
to thefe ftrong claims, and recollect the 
influence they have had upon him. How 
oft the mere impulfes of generofity and 
_ ¢ompaffion have led him out of his way.? 
~~In how many: aéts of charity and kind- 
nels, his fellow-feeling for others ‘has 

| | . made 
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made him forget himfelf?——In neigh-- 
bourly offices, how ‘oft he has atted a- 
gainft all confiderations of profit, conve- 
nience, nay fometimes even of juttice it- 

felf ?~—Let him add to this account, how 
much, in the progrefs of his life, has been. 
given up even to the leffer obligations of 
civility and good manners ?—What re- 
itraints.they have laid him under? How 
large a portion of his time,—how much. 
of his inclination and the plan of life he: 
could moft chufe,, has: from time to time: - 
been made.a facrifice, to his good nature. 


and difinclination to. give pain or. difgutt 
t to others ?- ' = 


“Whoever takes @. view: of the life of 
man, in this glafs wherein I. have fhewa 
it, will find it fo befet and: hemmed in 
with obligations of one kind or other, as 
to leave little room to fufpedt,. that man 
can'liue to himfelf: and fo clofely has our 
creator linked us together, (as well.as all’ 
other parts of his works) for the prefer-- 
vation of that harmony in.the frame and. 
fyftera of ‘things which his wifdom has at 
firft eftablifhed,—T hat we find this bond 

of mutual’ dependence, however: relaxed, 
| | 4 ek 
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is. too ftrong to be broke, and I believe, 
that the moft {elfifh men find it is fo,. and 
that they cannot, in faét, live fo much to 
themfelves, as the narrownefs of their 
own hearts incline them. If thefe reflec- 
tions are juft upon the moral relations 


"in which we ftand. to. each. other, let us 


clofe the examination with a va reflec- 
tion upon.the arent relation in Ww ich we 
ftand to Gop.. 


; _ The firft and mott natural soni on 


this fubjet, which at one time or other 
will thruft. itfelf upop every man’s mind, 
is this; ——T hat there isa Gep who 
nade me,—to whofe: gift I owe all the 
‘powers and faculties of my foul, to whofe 
providence I owe all the bleflings of my 
life, and. by, whofe permiffion i it is thar I 


exercife and.enjoy them ; that. 1 am 


placed.in this world. as a creature but ofa 
day, haftening to the place froma whence 
I fhall- not return. —That I am accoun- 
table for my conduét and- behaviour ta 
_ this great and wifeft of beings, before 
whofe judgment feat | muft finally ap- 


‘pear. fi receive. the bie done. in my 


. i 
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body,—-whether it it is vane or whether # it 
4s bad. | . 2 I 
Can any one ‘doubt but: i mot ins 
confiderate of men fometimes fit -down _ 
| coolly, and make fome .fuch plain reflec- 
tions as thefe upon their ftate and condi- 
tion,——-or, that after: they have made 
‘them, can one imagine, they lofe. all ef- 
fect. As little appearance as there is 
of religion in the world, there is a: great 
deal of its influence felt, in its affairs, — 
nor can one fo root out the principles ‘of’. 
it, but like‘nature they will return - again | 
and give checks’. and interriiptions to 
guilty purfuits. - Fhere are feafons, when 
‘the thought of a juft Gop. overlooking, — 
and the tetror of an aftér reckoning has 
made the moft determined tremble, ‘and 
{top ‘fhort’ in the execution ofa wicked 
purpofe ; and if we conceive that’ the 
worft of men lay fome’ reftraints upon 
themfelves from the weight of this prin- 
‘ciple, what fhall’ we think of ‘the good 
‘and virtuous part of the’ world, who 
live under the perpetual influence ’ ‘of it, 
—who facrifice their appetites and palli- 
Ons - ‘fgom as of their duty to 
Gon 
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Gop ; and confider him as the object to 
whom they have dedicated their fervice, 
and make that the firft principle, and ul- 
timate end of all their actions. —How. ma- 
ny real and unaffected inftances there are © 
in this world, of men, thus governed, will — | 
not fo much concern us to enquire, as to *. 
take care that we are of the number, . 
which may Gop grant for the fake of Je | 
fus Chrift, Amen. 
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- TIME and CHANCE, | 


‘Eceunerastes Ix, Ww 


I veidirdia aa jeio sinder the fun, that tbe 
race is not to the fwift,——nor the battle to- 
the ftrong,—-neither yet bread to the wife, - 
nor yet riches to men-of underfanding, nor 

yet favour to men of er. sims 
and chance accord to _ race | 


oa ie 


WwW ENa. ‘man cafts «ook upon this ’ 
melancholy  defcri ption of the 
world, and fees contrary to all his guefles 
‘and expectations, ‘what different fates at: 
tend the lives of men,———how oft it hap* 
pens in the world, that there is not even 
bread to the wife, nor riches to men of: ui 
derftanding, ———— is-apt to cor- 
; | clude | 
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clude with a figh upon it, ———in the words, 
—tho' not in the fenfe of the wife man,— 
that time dnd chance’happeneth to them 
all. That time and chance, 
apt feafons and fit conjunctures have the 
greateft Svey, in’ the-turns and: difpofals of 
mens fortunes. And that, as thefe lucky 
hits, (as they are called) happen to be for, 
or againft a man,——they either open the 
way to his advancement againft all obfta- 
- Cles,——---—-or block it up againft all helps 
and attempts. That as the text intimates, 
neither wifdort, ita eggs nor. — 
fhall sie able to we hema... 3 


 Pareos widely: we. ray differ; in our 
reafonings-.upon this obfervation of Solo-- 
mon’s, the gutharity .of the obfervation, is 
{trong beyond doubt, and the evidence gi- 
ven of 3 it in all ages. fo alternately canfirne 
ed; by.. examples and complaints, as -to 
leave the fact itfelf unqusftionable, — That 
things. arg, carrigd:on jn, thig world, fome- 
times fo contrary.to. all owr:reafonings, iand 
the. feeming: :ptobabjlitles.of Sriccels,——— 
that even,; the. race is. not tothe fwift, not 
the. battle to the ftrong,-——nay, what is 
firanger ftill, —— nor yet bread to the wife, 
who 


* weer tte 


. ble fhould pull him back, 
forefeen obftacle fhall rife up a amet 
B ‘ 


SERMON VII. 25, 
who fhould laf ftand in want of it,—nor 
yet riches to men of underftanding, who, 
you would think beft qualified to acquire 
them,—nor yet favour to men of {fkill, 
whofe merit and pretences bid the faireft 
for it, but that there are fome fecret 
and unfeen workings in human affairs, 
which ‘baffle all our endeavours,— and 
turn afide the courfe of things in fuch a 
manner,— that the moft likely caufes dif- 
appoint and fail of producing for us the ° 
effects which we wifhed. and naturally ex- 
pected from them. ~You will fee a: | 
man, of whom, was you to form a con- 
jecture from the appearances of things.in 
his favour, you would fay was fet- 
ting out in the world, with. the faireft pro-: 


fpect of. making his fortune in it ;— with. 


all the advantages of birth to recommend. 
him,— of perfonal merit to fpeak for him, 
————-—— and of friends to help and pufh 
him forwards: you will behold him, not: - 
withftanding this, .-difappointed. in every 
effect you might naturally have looked for, 
from them ;——~——every ftep he takes to- 
wards his advancement, fomething invifi- 
fome.un- 


mor IT. 
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in his way, and keep there. ————--In every 
application he makes, fome untoward | 
circumftance fhall blaft-———He thall rite 
early,—late take reft,---and eat the bread 
of carefulnefs,——yet fome happier man 
-fhall ftill rife up, and ever ftepin before - 
him, and leave him ftrugglngto the endof — 
his life, in the very fame placé, in which 
. be firft, begun it. 


“The. hiftory of. seconds fall ‘inall re-_ 
, {pects be the contraft:'to this.. He fhall 
come into the world, with the moft un- 
promifing appearance,——fhaly fet for- 
_ wards without fortune,---without friends,-- _ 
without talents to. procure him either. the’ 
one or the. other. Neverthelefs, you - will: 
fee this. clouded: profpect brighten - ap ir 
fenfibly, unacconatably before him ; ‘eve- 
ry thing prefented in his way, fhall torn 
out beyond his expeCtations,—in. fpight- of 
that: chain of unfurmountable difficulacs 
which firft threatened him,———— time 
and chance hall open him a way,—a 
feriesof faccefsful occurrences ‘fhall lead 
chim by the hand tothe fummit of ho- - 
nour and fortune, and ina word, .without 
. wy, 6 tee giving ; 
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giving him the pains of thinking, or the 
credit of projecting it, fhall place him in 


fafe poffeflion of all that ambition . could 


with for. 


: The hiftories of the lives and fortunes 


‘of men are ‘full of inftances of this-na- 
ture, where favourable times and lucky 
‘accidents have done for them, what wif- 


dom or fkill could not : and there is fcarce 
any one who has lived long in the world, 
who upon looking backwards will not dif- 
cover fuch a mixture of thefe in the many 
fuccefsful turns which have happened in 


his life, as to leave him very little reafon — 
to difpute againft: the faét,-and I fhould 


hope, as little upon the conclufions to be 
drawn from it. Some, indeéd from a fu- 
perficial view of this srepreféntation of 
things, have atheiftically inferred,—-that 
becaufe there was 0 much of lottery in 
| and mere cafualty feemed to ~ 
have fuch a hare in the difpofal of our af- 
that the providence of God fteod 
neuter and uncencerned in their feveral 
workings, leaving them to the mercy of 


- time and chance, to be furthered or dif- 


— as {uch blind agents diredted. 
Ba Whereas 
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Whereas in truth the very oppofite con- 
cluGion follows. For confider, if a 


fuperior intelligent power did not fome-- 


times crofs and over-rule events in this 
worlds———then our - policies and defigns 
in it, would always anfwer according to 
the wifdom and ftratagem in which they 


were laid, atid every caufe, in the courfe — 


of things, would produce its natural ef- 
fe€t without variation. Now,: as this is 
not the cafe, it neceffarily follows from 
Solomon’s reafoning, that, if the race is not 
to the fwift, if knowledge and learning do 
— not always fecure men from want,—nor 
care and induftry always make men rich, 
—nor art and fkill. infallibly raife men 
. high in the world ;——that there is fome 
other caule which mingles itfelf in human 
_ affairs, and governs and turns them as.it 
pleafes ; which caufe can be no other 
than the firft caufe of all things, and the 
fecret and over-ruling providence of that 
Almighty God, who though his dwelling 


is fo high, yet humbleth himfelf to be- 


hold the things that are done in earth, 
-raifing up the poor out of the duft, and lift- 


ing the beggar from the dunghill, apd. 


contrary to all hopes, ‘fetting ‘him with 
- princes, 


id 
i 


wen 
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princes, even with the princes of his peo- 
ple; which by the way, was the cafe of 
David, who makes the acknowledgment! - 
And no doubt—one reafon, why God has 
felected to his own difpofal, fo many in- 


_ ftances of this,. where events have run 


counter to all probabilities, was to give 
teftimony to his providence in governing- 
the world, and to engage us to a confide- 
ration and dependence upon it, for the — 
event and fuccefs of all our undertakings *. 
For undoubtedly—as | faid,—it fhould - 
feem but fuitable to nature’s law, that the — 
‘race fhould evér be to the {wift, and the 


. battle to the ftrong ;— it is reafonable that - 


‘the’ beft contrivances and means fhould 
have beft fuccefs,—and fince it, often falls 


_ out otherwife in the cafe of man, where the 


wifeft projects are overthrown,—and the ~ 


‘moft hopeful means are blafted, and time 


and chance happen to all;—You mutt 


call in the deity to untye this knot,—for 


though at fundry times—fundry events 
fall out,—which we who look no further 


than the events themfelvs, call chance, 
becaufe they fall out quite contrary both 


‘© Vid. Tillotfon’s fermon on this fubject. 
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to our’ intention, and our hopes,—though 
at the fame time, in refpect of God’s 
providence over-ruling in thefe events; it | 
were profane to call them chance, for 
they are pure defignation, and though in- 
vifible, are ftill the regular difpenfations 
of the fuperintending power of that Al- 
mighty Being, from whom all the laws 
and powers of nature are derived,—who, 
as he has appointed,—fo holds them as 
inftruments in his hands: and without ins 
vading the liberty and free will of his 
creatures, can turn the paffions-and de- 
- fires of their hearts to fulfil his own righ- 
teoufnefs, and work fuch effects.in human 
affairs, which to us feem merely ca/ual,— 
but to him, certain and determined, and 
what his infinite wifdom fees neceflary to 
be brought about for the government, and 
prefervation of the world, over which | 
poudeits perpetually prefides. 


When the fons of Jacob had aah their 
brother Jofeph i into the pit for his deftruc- 
tion, one would think, if ever any 
‘incident which concerned the life of man — 
deferved to be called chance, it was 
this—That the company of [fhmaclites 

thould: 


—_ 


_ SERMON VI. 3 


fhould happen to pafs by, in that open 
country, at that very place, at that time 
too,- when this barbarity was committed. 
After he was refcued by fo favourable a. ~ 
contingency,—his life and future fortune 
ftill depended upon a feries of contingen- 
cies equally improbable ; for inftance, had. 
the bufine(S of the Ifimaelites who bought 


_ him, carried them from Gilead, ‘to any 
other part of the world befides Egypt, or 

_ when they. arrived there, had they fold: : 

their. bond-flave to any other man but Po- 


tiphar, throughout the whole empire, —— 
or, after that difpofal, had the unyuft accu- - 
fations of his mafter’s wife caft the youth. 


_. into any: other dungeon, than that where © 


the. king’s prifoners were kept,—or had it 
fallen out at any other crifis, than when . 
Pharoah’s chief butler was. caft there too;. . 
had this or any other of thefe events fallen 
out ptherwife than. it did,——aeries of . « 
unmerited misfortunes. had: overwhelmed - - 
him, and in confequence: the whole - 
land of Egypt and Canaan. From the > 
firft-opening, to the conclufion of this'long. , 
and interefting tranfaction, the pravidence _ 
of God fuffered’ every thing ta take its — 
courfe :: the malice. and-crueltv. of Jofeph’a 

Bg | brethren, — 
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brethren, wrought their worft mifchief 
againft him; banifhed him from his 
country and the protection of his parent. 
—The luft and bafenefs of a difappointed 
woman funk him ftill deeper :—loaded 
‘his character with an unjuft reproach,— 
-and to compleat his ruin, doomed him, 


friendlefs, to the miferies of a hopelefS —~ 
- prifon where he lay neglected. Provi- — - 


‘dence, though it did not crofs thefe events, 
yet providence bent them to’ the moft 
‘merciful ends. When the whole Drama 
was opened, then the wifdom and con- 


trivance of every part of it was difplayed. 


Then it appeared, it was not they (as the 
patriarch inferred in confolation of his 
brethren,) it was not they who fold him, 
but God,-—’twas he fent him thither be- 
fore them,—-his fuperintending power a- 


vailed itfelf of their paffions—diretted 


the operations of them,—held the clrain 


in his-hand, and turned and wound it to_ 


his own purpofe. “ Ye verily thought 
evil againft me,—-—but God meant it for 


_» good,—ye had the guilt of a bad inten- 


tion,—his. providence the glory of accom- 
plifhing a good one,—by preferving you a 
- pofterity upon the earth, and bring to pafs as 

ee th 


} 


_- one i ae 


. that time and chance happen to _all, 


- miniftry.and chain of natural caufes, 
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«at is this day, to fave much people’ alive.” 


All hiftory is full of ftich teftimonies, 
which though they may convince thofe who 
look no deeper than the furface of things, 


yet, to thofe who look deeper, they ma- ~ 
nifelt at the fame time, that there is @ 
hand much bufier in human affairs than 
what we vainly calculate; which though ’ 
the projectors of this world overlook, — 
or at leaft make no allowance for in the’ 
formation of their plans, they generally 
find it in the execution of them. And 
though the fatalift may urge, that every © 
event in this life,-is brought about by the 


yet, in anfwer,—let him go one ftep high- 
er—and confider,—whofe power it is, that 
enables thefe caufes to work,— whofe ° 


' knowledge it is, that forefees what will be 


their effects, —whofe goodnefs it is, that is 
invifibly conducting them forwards to the 
beft and greateft sags for the ie tappined of 


his creatures. 


So eat as a reafoner juftly diflin-" 

_ guifhes, upon this point,—* It is not on- 
ly Feigioully fpeaking, but with the 
B 5 . oo 
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ftriteft and moft philofophical truth of 
expreffion, that the {cripture tells us, ¢ha¢ 
Gop commandeth the ravens,—that they 
are his directions, which tbe winds and the 
feas obey. If his fervant hides himfelf by 
the brook, fuch an order, caufes and 
effects fhall be laid,—that. the fowls of the. 
air fhall minifter to his fupport.——— 
When this refource fails, and his prophet 
is directed to go to Zerepha,—for that, he 
has commanded a widow woman there to: 
fuftain him,—the fame hand which leads 
the prophet to the gate of the city,—fhalt 
_lead forth the diftrefled widow to the fame 
place, to take him under her roof,—and. 
tho’ upon the impulfe of a different occa- 
fion, fhall neverthelefs be made to fulfil his 
promife and intention of their mutual pre- 
fervation.” 


Thus much for the proof and illuftra- 
tion of this great and fundamental do¢trine 
of a ‘providence; the belief of which is. 
of fuch confequence to us, as to be the 
great fupport and comfort of our lives. 

Juftly therefore might the Pfalmitt up- 
on this declaration, that the Lord i is 

King, 


é 
na ee oe tg ete 4,” : 
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_King,--conclude, that the earth may be- 


glad thereof, yea, the multitude of the 
ifles may be glad thereof. - | 


May Gop grant the perfuafion may 


vmake us as virtuous, as it has reafon to 


make us joyful, and that it may bring | 


- forth in us the fruits of good living to his 


praife and glory, to whom be all might, | 
majefty and dominion, now and for.ever- .- 
more, Amen. 
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SERMON Ix. 
| “The Character of HEROD. 


: Preached on Innocents Day. - 


Marruew il. 175 18. 


T ben was fu Iilled that which was fpoken by 
| Jeremy the prophet, faying,—In Rama 
~~ qwas there a voice heard, lamentation, and 
weeping, and great mourning, Rachael 
weeping for her children, and would not be 


rae comforted becaufe they. are not. . 


HE words which St. Matthew cites 
here as fulfilled by the cruelty and am- 
are in the 3rft 
chapter of Jeremiah, 15th verfe. In the — 
foregoing chapter, the prophet having de- 

clared God’s intention of turning the 


mourning of his people into joy, by the re- 


ftoration of the tribes which had been led 


in 
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in the beginning of this chapter, which 
contains this prophecy, to give more 
particular defcription of the great joy and 
feftivity of that promifed day, when they 
were. to returr once more to their own 
land, to enter upon their ancient poffeffi- 
ons, andenjoy again all the privileges they 
had loft, and amongft others, and’ what — 
‘was above-them all,—the faveur and pro- 
tection of God, and the continuation of his 
mercies to them ‘and their: pofterity.. 


To. make. okies | the ‘inpreftion of 
this change the ftronger upon their 
minds—he gives a very pathetic reprefen- 
tation of the preceding forrow on that 
: day when they were firft led away captive, 


Thus faith the Lord, A yoice was heard. 
in Rama ; lamentation and bitter weeping, 
Rachael weeping for her children, refufed: 
to be comforted, becaufe they were;not, | 


To enter into. the full fenfe and beauty 
of this defcription, it is to be remembered 
that the tomb of Rachael, Jacob’s belo- 
ved wife, aswe read in the 35thof Gee | 
nefis, was fituated near Rama, and betwixt 

that 


- 8 ~- 
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- that place and Bethlehem. Upon which — 


circumftanee, the prophet raifes one of the 


moft. affecting fcenes, that could be con- 


ceived; for as the tribes in their forrowful 
journey betwixt Rama and Bethlehem in 
their way to Babylon, were fuppofed to-pafs 
by this monumentat rillar of their anceftor 


‘Rachael Jacob’s wife, the prophet by a 


‘common liberty in rhetoric, introduces her 
as rihng up out of her fepulchre, and as 
the common mother of two of their tribes, 


weeping for her. children, bewailing the 


fad. cataftrophe of her pofterity' led away — 
into a ftrange land—~—refufing to be com- 
forted, becaufe they. were not,—loft and 
cutoff from their country, and in all Jike- 


-lyhood, never to be reftored back to ia | 


again. 


The Jewith innaeiens oa upon this, 
that the patriarch Jacob buried Rachaet in © 


this very place, forefeeing by the fpirit of 


prophecy, that his- pofterity fhould that 


_way be led captive, that fhe: might as they | 


‘Eee her, intercede for them.— 


_ 


But 
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But this fanciful fuperftruéture upon 
the paflage, feems to be little elfethana 
“mere dream of fome of the Jewifh doc- 
tors ; and indeed, had they not dreaint it 
_.when they did, ’tis great odds, but fome 


-of the Romifh dreamers would have hit — 
upon it before now. For as it favours the 


doctrine of interceffions—if there had not 
- been undeniable vouchers for the real in- 


ventors of the conceit, one fhould much | 


fooner have fought for it amongft the oral 
traditions of this church, than in the Tal- 
mud, where it is.— 


But this by the bye. There is ftill an- 
other interpretation of the words here ci- 


ted by St. Matthew, which altogether ex- » 


cludes this fcenical reprefentation | have 
given of them.—By which’ ’tis thought, 
that the lamentation of Rachael, here de- 
fcribed, has no immediate reference to 
Rachael, Jacob’s wife, but that it: fimply 
alludes to the forrows of her defcendents, 
the diftreffed mothers of the tribes of Ben- 
jamin and Ephraim who might accompany 
_ their children, led into. captivity as far as 
‘Rama, in their way to Babylon, who wept 

and 


me 
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and wailed upon this fad occafion, and as 
the prophet defcribes them in the perfon of 
Rachael, refufing to be comforted for the 
lofs of her children, looking upon their 
departure without hope or profpect of ever 
zhane a return. 


Which ever of the two fenfes you give 
the words of the prophet, the application 
of them by the evangelift is equally jutt 
and faithful. For asthe former fcene he 


‘relates, was tranfacted upon the very fame 


ftage—in the fame diftrict of Bethlehem 
near Rama—where fo many mothers of 
the fame tribe now fuffered this fecond 
mott affecting blow—the words.of Jere- 
miah, as the evangelift obferves, were li- 
terally accomplifhed, and no doubt, in 
that horrid day, a voice was heard again 


jn Rama, lamentation and bitter weeping | 


<4 


- --Rachael weeping for her children,’ and 


refufing to be comforted :——every RBeth- 


lemitifh mother’ involved inthis calamity, 
beholding it with hopelefs forrow—— 
gave vent to it—each one,’ bewailing -her 


children, and lamenting’ the hardnefs of — 


their-lot, with the — of a heart‘as 
inca- 


\ 
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incapable of coafolation, as they were of 
redrefs. Monfter!——could ne confide- 
ration of all this tender forrow, ftay thy 
hands ?——-Could no reflection upon fo much 
bitter lamentation throughout the, coatts of 
Bethlehem, interpofe and plead in behalf — 
of fo many wretched objects, as this trage- 
dy would make ? Was there no way | 
open to ambition but that thou muft tram- 
ple upon the affections of nature ? could 
no pity for the innocence of ‘childhood 
no fympathy for the yearnings of paren- 
tal love incline thee to fome other mea- 
fures for thy fecurity- but that thou . 
mutt thus pitile(sly rufh in—take the vic- 
tim by violence—-tear it from the embraces - 
of the mother—offer it up, before her 
eyes—leave her difconfolate for ever— 
broken-hearted with a lofs—fo affecting in 
irfelf—fo circumftanced with horror, . that 
no time, how friendly foever to the mourn- | 
ful—fhould ever be able to wear out the 
impreffions ? 


| There i is sadhing in which the mind of 
‘man is more divided than in the accounts 
of this horrid nature. —For. when we con-. 
fider 


° ‘he 
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fider man, as fafhioned by his maker--- 


‘ mnocent and upright---full of the tender- 


eft difpofitions— with a heart inclining him 
to. kindnefs, and the love and protection 
of his fpecies—this idea of him would al- 
moft fhake the credit of fuch accounts ;—~ 
fo that to clear them—we are forced to 
take a fecond view of man—very different 
from this favourable one, in which we in- 
fenfibly reprefent.him to our imaginations 
-—that is—we are obliged to confider him | 
not as he was made—but as he isa crea 
ture by the violence and irregularity of 
his paffions capable of being perverted 
from all thefe friendly .and benevolent pro- 


penfities, and fometimes hurried into excef- 


fes fo oppofite to them, as to render the 
moft unnatural and horrid accounts of 
what he does but too probable —The truth - 


_ of this obfervation will be exemplified in 
_ the cafe'before us. For next to the faith 


and character of the hiftorian who reports 
fuch faéts,—the. particular character of the 


_perfon who committed them is to be conh- 


dered asa: voucher for their truth and cre- 
dibikty ;—and if upon enquiry, .it appears, 


that the man acted: but confiftent with 


bimfelf,—and juft fo as.you would have 
= expected 
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‘expected from his principles,—the credit of 
the hiftorian is reftored,—and the fact re- 


lated ftands inconteftable, from fo ftrong . 


and concurring an evidence on its fide.— 


With this view, it may not be an unac- 
ceptable application of the remaining part 
ofa difcourfe upon this day, to give you a 
fketch of the charaéter of Herod, not as 
drawn from fcripture,-----for in general it 
furnifhes us with few materials for fuch de- 
fcriptions :—the facred fcripture cuts off 
~ in few words the hiftory of the ungodly, 
how great foever they were inthe eyes of 
the world,---and on the other hand dwells 
largely upon the fmalleft actions of the 
righteous.---We find all the circumftances 
of the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, 
and Jofeph, recorded in the minuteft man- 
ner.----- The ‘wicked feem only mentioned 
with regret, juft brought upon the ftage, 
on purpofe to be condemned. The ufe 
~ and advantage of which conduét---is, I fup- 
pofe, the reafon,—as in general it enlarges 
on no character, but what is worthy of imi- 


tation, Tis however undeniable, thatthe . 


_ lives of bad men are not without ufe,---and 
when= 
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whenever fuch a one is drawn, not - with 
@ corrupt view to be admired,—but on pur- 
pofe to be detefted,----it muft excite fuch 
horror againft vice, as will ftrike indireatly 
the fame good impreffion. And though 
It 1s painful to the laft degree to paint a 
man in the fhades whiclt his vices have caft 
upon him, yet when it ferves, this 
- end, and at the fame time illuftrates a 
point in facred hiftory—it carries its own 
excufe with it. | 


This Herod, therefore,,of whom the - 

| evangelift {peaks, if you take a fuperficial 
view of his life, you would {ay was a com- , 

pound of good and evil,-——that thougli _ 

he was certainly a bad man,-~yet you would 

think the mafs was tempered at the fame 


time with a mixture of good qualities. So | ¢ 


that, in courfe, as is not uncommon, he 
would appear with two characters very dif- 

ferent from each other.. If you looked on 
~ the more favourable fide, you would fee a. 
man of, great addrefs,---- popular in his be- 
haviour,---generous, prince-like in his en- ‘ 
tertainments and expences, and ina word 
fet, off with all fuch virtues and fhewy pro- 
i perties, 
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perties, as bid high for the countenance 
and approbation of the world. 


View him in another light, he was an am- — 


bitious,defigning man,--fufpicious of all the 
world,--rapacious,--implacable in his tem- 
per,-- without fenfe of religion,—or feeling of 
bumanity.---Now in all fuch complex cha- 
racters as this,---the way the world ufually 


judges, is---to fim up the goed and the 


bad againft each other,----deduct the -lef- 
fer of theie articles from the greater, and 
(as we do in pafling other accompts) give 
credit to the man for what remains upon 


_ the Ballance. ‘Now, though this feemsa - - 
fair,---yet I fear ’tis oftena fallacious reck- — 


oning,=--which though it may ferve in ma- 
ny ordinary cafes of ‘private life, yet will 
not hold good in the-more notorious inftan- 
ces of mens lives, efpecially when fo com 
plicated with good and ‘bad, as to exceed all 
‘common bounds and proportions. Not to 
be deceived in fuch. cafes we muft work by 


. adifferent rule, which though it may ap- 


pear le(s candid,----yet to make amends, I 
am perfuaded will bring us in general 
- - much nearer to the thing we want,---which 

| a is 
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istruth. The way to whichis in all 
judgments of this kind, to diftinguifh | 
and carry in your eye, the principle and 
ruling paffion which leads the character 
_ == and (€parate that, from the other parts 
’ OF it;—and then take notice, how far his 
other qualities, good and bad, are brought 
to ferve and fupport that. For want of this 
diftinétion,—we often think ourfelves in- 
confiftent creatures, when we are the fur- 
theft from it, and all the variety of fhapes 
and contradictory appearances we put on, 
are in truth’but fo many different attempts 
to gratify the fame governing appetite. — 


With this clue, let us endeavour-to .un- 
ravel character of Flerod as here given. 


The: firft ea which strikes one in it is 
‘ambition, and immoderate thirft, as well 
_ as jealoufy of power ;—how mconfiftent fo- 
‘ever in other parts, -his charaCler appears 
‘invariable m this, and every action of his 
hfe was true to it—From hence we may 
venture to conclude, that thiswas ##s ru- 
ling paflion,—and that moft, if not all the 
other wheels were put in motion by this 
firft fpring.. Now let us confider how far 
this was the cafe in fact. | 

S To 
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To begin with the worft part of him, 
—.I {aid he was a man of no fenfe of re- 
ligion, or at leaft no other fenfe of it, but 
that which ferved his turn—for he is re- 


corded to have built temples imJudea and _ 


erected images in them for idolatrous wor- 

fhip, not from a perfuafion of doing. 
‘right, for he was bred a Jew, .and confe- 

quently taught to abhor all idolatry,—but 

he was in truth facrificing all this time, to . 
a greater idol of his own, his ruling paf- 
fion ; for if wemay truft Jofephus, his fole 
view in fo grofs 4 compliance, was to in- 
gratiate himfelf with Auguftus and the 
great men of Rome from whom he held 
his power.— With this he was greedy and 
_ rapacious---how could.he be otherwife with — 
fo devouring an gtapeti¢e as ambition to pro- 
vide for ?---He ‘Was jealous in his nature, 
and fufpicious of all the world.---Shew me 
an ambitious man, _ that i is not. fo : for as 
fuch a man’s hand, ‘Tike ,Uhmael’s, is 
againft every man, he concludes, that — 
every man’s hand in courfe is againft his. 


Few men wete ever guilty, of more afto- 
iting acts of. irae ues yet the pay- 
ee ticular: 


. of power, 
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ticular inftances of -them:in Herod were 


-fach ashe was. hurriedinto, by the alarms” 


this waking paflion perpetually gave him. 


He put the whole Sanhedrim to the fword-- 


{paring neither age, or wifdom, or merit— 
one cannot fuppofe, fimply from an ineli- 
nation to cruelty———no———they had op- . 
pofed the eftablifhment of his power at Je- 7 
rufalem. 


_ His own fons, two hopeful wcsitbin. he 
cut off ‘by a public execution. The 


—worft men ‘have~ natural affection—and 


fuch a ftroke as this would run. fo cone’ 


_ trary to the natural workings of it, that 


you are forced to fuppofe the impulfe -of 
fome more violent inclination to over-rule 
and conquer it— 
the Jewifh hiftorian tells us,. twas jealoufy 
his darling obje& 
of which he feared they would one day or 
other difpolfers him ——fufficient induce- 
ment to tranfport a man of fuch a-temper — 
into the. bloodieft excelek 


Thus far this ‘one fatal. and extravagant . 
paffion, - accounts for the dark fide of He-— 
rod’s character. This governing principle 
- Vou. I —C being 


And fo it was, for - 


' far defcribed: 
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being firft laid open——all his other bad — 
actions follow in courfe, like fo many fymp- ~ 
tomatic complaints from the fame diftem- 
per. 

Let us fee, if this was not the cafe even 
al his Virtues too. 


» At firtt fight it feems a a how 
a man, fo black as Herod has been thus 
fhould be able to fupport 
himfelf, in the favour and friendthip of fo 
wife and penetrating'a body of men, as. 
the Roman. fenate, of whom he held his 
power. ‘To counter-ballance the. weight 
of fo bad and detefted a character—and be 
able to bear it up, as. Herod did, one 
would think he muft have beén matter of 
- fome great fecret worth enquiring after— 
he was fo, But that fecret was no other 
than what appears on this reverfe of his 
charaéter. He was-a perfon of great ad- © 
drefs—popular in his outward behaviour.— 
He was generous, prince-like in his enter- 
_tainments and expences. The world was | 
then as corrupt at leaft, as now—and He- 
rod underftood it - knew at what 


price it was to be rues -and what quali- 
ties 
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ties would bid the higheft for its good 
word and approbation. 

- And in truth,-he judged this matterfo 
~---~ well——that notwithftanding the general 
) 4 odium and prepoffeffion which arofe againft 
\ .  / fo hateful a character—in {pight of all the 
, illimpreffions, from fo many repeated 
H complaints of his cruelties and oppreffions 
; —he yet ftemmed the torrent-———and by 
the fpecious difplay of thefe popular virtues 
; -bore himfelf up againft it all his life. So — 
| ‘that at length, when he was fummoned to 
Rome to anfwer for his crimes—Jofephus 
tells us, —that by the-mere magnificence of 
his expences and the apparent genero- 
fity of his behaviour, he entirely confu- 
ted the whole charge and fo ingratia- 
ted himfelf with the Roman fenate—and 
won the heart of Auguftus———(as he had 
that of Anthony before). that he ever after 
had his favour and kindnefs; which I can- 
‘not mention without adding that it is 
an eternal ftain upon the character and me- 
mory of Auguftus, that he fold his coun- 
tenance and protection to fo bada man, for 
_ fo mean and bafe a confideration. 


Ss gr en t™ wen « ; 
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From this point of view, if we look 
back upon Herod—his beft qualities will 
fhrink into little room, and how glittering 
foever in appearance, when brought to 
this ballance, are found wanting, And in 
--truth, if we would not willingly be deceiv- 
ed in the value of any virtue or fet of virtues - 
in fo complex a charadcter---we mutt call 
them to this very account; examine whom 
they ferve, what paflion and what pr 
ple they have for their mafter. hen 
this is underftood, the whole clue is unra- 
-velled at once, and the character of He- 
_ rod, as -complicated as it is given us in hi- 

‘ftory—when thus analyfed, is f{ummed up 
4n three words—————-That_ be was a man of 
unbounded ambition, who ftuck at nothing 
to gratify it,———fo that not only his vices 
‘were minifterial to his ruling .paflion, but . 
his virtues too (if they deferve the name) 


were drawn in, and lifted into the fame fer- 
Vice. 


Thus much for this character of Herod 
=the critical review of which has many 
obvious ufes, to which I may truft you, 
having time but to mention that particular 
one, which firft led me into this examina- 

tion, 
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tion, namely, that all objections againft 
the evangelift’s account of this day’s 


flaughter of the Bethlemitith infaits--from 


the incredibility of fo horrid an account—- 
are filenced by this account of the man s 
fince in this, he acted but like him- 
felf, and juft fo as you would expect in 
the fame circumftances, from every mam ° 
of fo ambitious a head~and fo bad a heart. 
~Confider what havock ambition has made 
---how often the fame tragedy as been acted 
upon larger theatres---where not only the 
innecence of childhood-- or the grey hairs 
of the aged, have found no protection---. 
_ but whole countries, without diftinétion, 
- have been put to the fword, or what is as 
- cruel, have been driven forth to nakednefs 
and famine, to make way for new comers 
under the guidance of this _paffion.---For 
a fpecimen of this, refle€t upon the ftory 
related by Plutarch : -when by order of the 
Roman fenate, feventy populous cities were 
unawares facked and deftroyed at one pre- 
fixed hour, by P. Aemilius-—by whom one 
hundred and fifty thoufand unhappy peo- 
ple were driven in one day into captivity--- 
to be fold to the higheft bidder to end their 
days in cruel Jabour and anguifh. As afto- 

Cg nifhing 


sg SERMON IX. 


nifhing as the account before usis, it va- 
nifhes into nothing from fuch views, fince 
it is plain from all hiftory, that there is no 
wickednefs too great for fo unbounded a 
caufe, and that the moft horrid accounts in 
hiftory are, as I faid above, but too pro- 
ibabte effects of it.--- | 


~ May God of his mercy defend mankind 
from future experiments of thiskind---and _ 
‘grant we may make a proper-ufe of them, 
for the fake of Jefus Chrift, een. 
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J OB’s Account of the SHorTNESS 


AN D 


TrousBies of Lire coniidered. 


Jos xiv. J,° 2%. 


Man that is born of a woman, is of few days, 
and full of trouble: ——He cometh forth 

' dike a flower, and is cut down ; he fleeth 
alfo as a foadow, and continueth not. 


T HE R E is fomething in this reflecti- 
on of holy Job’s, upon the fhortnefs 
of life, and inftability of human affairs, fo 
beautiful and truly fublime; that one. 
might challenge the. writings of the moft — 
celebrated orators of antiquity, to produce 
a fpecimen of eloquence, fo noble and: 


_ thoroughly affecting. Whether this effect 


_ be owing in fome meafure, to the pathe- — 
tic nature of the fubjeét reflected on ;— 
or to the eaftern manner of expreflion,, 
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in a ftile more exalted and fi litable to fo 
great a fubject, or (which is the more 
likely account,) becaufe they are proper- 
ly the words of that being, who firft in- 
{pired man with language, and taught his 
motith to utter,.who, opened the lips of 
the dumb, and made the tongue of the 
infant eloquent ; 
we are to. refer the beauty aad ublimity of 


this, as well as that of numberlefs other _ 
_paflages in holy writ, may not feem now 


material ; but furely without. thefe helps, 
never man was better qualified to make 
juft and noble refletions upon the fhort- 
nefs of life, and inftability of human af- 
fairs, than Job was, who had himéelf wa- 
ded through fuch a fea of troubles, and 
in his paffage had encountered many 


all the happinefs, and alf the wretch- 
= that mortal man is: heir to, 


: "The beginning of his fies was crown-: 
ed with every thing that ambition could 
with for ;—~—he was the greateft of all the 


men ae the Hany ~~ had large and un 


bounded 


to which of thefe. 


— 


. vacifitudes of ftorms and -fanthine, and.” 
by turns had felt both the extremes, of 


‘e 
tr Powe 
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Bounded poffeffioas, and no doubt en- - 
Joyed all the comforts and advantages of 
life, which they could adminifter.———» 
Perhaps you will fay, a wife man might 
not be inclined to givea full loofe to this. 
kind of happinefs, without fome better fe-. 
eurity for the fupport of it, than the mere 
poffeiiion of fuch goods of fortune, which — 
often flip from under us, and fometimes 
_ unaccountably make. themfelves. wings, 
and fly away.—But he had that: fecurity 
too,—-for the hand of providence which. 
had thus far protected, was ftill leading - 
him forwards, and feemed engaged in 
- the prefervation and continuance of thefe 
bleflings ;—God had-fet a hedge about 
him, and about all that he had on every 
fide, he had blefled. alt the works of 
his hands, and his fubftance increafed 
every day. Indeed even with this fe- 
curity, riches to him that hath we/ther 
child or brother, as the-wife man obferves,, 
inftead of. a comfort prove fometimes a 
fore travel and vexation———— The miad, 
ef man is not always fatisfied with the, 
reafonable affurance of its own enjoy ments,. 
but will look forwards, and if it difcovers. 


fome imaginary void, the want of fome 
| C5 beloved 


on 
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beloved object to fill his place after him; 


will often difquiet itfelf in vain, and fay— . 


‘* For whom do I labour, and bereave 
anyfelf of reft?” 


This bar to his happinefs God had 
likewife taken away, in blefling him with 
a numerous offspring of fons and daugh- 
_ ters, the apparent inheritors of all his 
prefent happinefs. — Pleafing reflection! 
to think the bleffings God has indulged 
one’s felf in, fhall be handed and continued 
down to a man’s own feed; how little 
does.this differ from a fecond enjoyment 
of them, to an affectionate parent, who 
naturally looks forwards with as ftrong 
an intereft upon his children, as if he 
was to live over again in his own a 
=: 


| What could be wantne to finifh fuch 
a picture of a happy man? Surely: 
nothing, except a virtuous difpofition 


to give a relith to thefe bleffings, and ~ 


direct him to make a proper ufe of them. 


—He had that too, for—he was a per- 
fect and upright man, one that eee God 


ana efchewed evil, 


In 
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In the midft of all this profperity, 


which was as great as could well fall to: 


the fhare of one man ;——whilft all the 
world looked gay, and fmiled upon him, 
and every thing round him feemed to pro- 
mife, if poflible, an increafe of happinels,, 
in one inftant all is changed. into forrow- 
and utter defpair. 


Rt pleafed God for wile aia to blatt” 
the fortunes of his houfe, and cut off the 
hopes of his pofterity, and in one mourn- 
ful day, to bring this great prince from his 
palace down tothe dunglull. His flocks 
and herds, in which confifted the abun- 
dance of his wealth, were part confimed. 
by a fire from heaven, the remainder ta- 
ken away by the {word of the enemy : his 
fons and daughters; whom ’tis natural 
to imagine fo good a man had {fo brought. 
up in a fenfe of their ditty, as to give him. 
all reafonable hopes of much joy: and plea- 
fure in their future lives; — natural pro- 
fpect fora parentto look forwards at, to 


- recompenfe Fim for the many cares and 


anxieties which their infancy had coft 


hin ; ; thefe dear pledges of his future hap- 
pnicis 
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pinefs were all, all fnatched from him at 
one blow, Juft at the time -that one.might 
imagine they were beginning to be the 
comfort and delight of his old.age, which 
mot wanted fuch ftaves to lean on ;—and 


as circumftances add to. an evil, fo they © 


did-to this ; for it fell out not only 
by a very calamitous accident, which was. 
grievous enough in itfelf, but likewife up- 
on the back of his other misfortunes, 
when he was ill prepared to bear fuch a 
‘fhock ; and what would ftill add to it, ,it 


happened at an hour .when he had leaft 


reafon to expect it, when he would natu- 

rally think his children fécure and out of 
the way of danger. “* For whilft they 

were feafting and making merry.in their 

eldeft brother’s houfe, a great wind out 

of the wildernefs {mote the four. corners of 
the ane and it fell upon them.” 


‘Such a concurrence re misfortunes are: 
not the common lot of many: and yet 


there are inftances of fome who have un- © 


dergone as fevere trials, and bravely ftrug- 
gléd under them ; perhaps by natural 
force of fpirits, the advantages of health, 
and the cordial ee of a friend. — 

with, 


| 
‘| 
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with thefe'helps, what may not a-faan ful 
tain ?———But this was not Job’s cafe ;- for 


" fearce had thefe evils fallen upon him, 


when he was not only berne down with a 
grievous diftemper which afflifted him 
from the crown of his head to the fole of 
his foot, but iikewife his three friends, 

in eee kind confolations he might have 
found a medicine, even the wife of his. 
bofam, whofe duty it was witha gentle 
hand to have foftened all lis forrows, in- 
ftead of doing this, they cruelly infulted and: 
became the reproachers. of his integrity.O- 
God! what is man.when thou thus bruifeft 

him, and makeft his burden heavier . as: 

his ftrength grows lefs? — Who,. that 


had found-himfelf thus an example of the 


many. changes and chances of this mortal 
life — when he confidered himfelf now 
ftripped and, left deftirute of fo many. valu- 


‘able bleflings which the moment before 
thy providence had pouréd upor his head ; 


—when he reflected. upon this gay delight- 
fome ftructure, in appearance fo ftrengly 
built, fo pleafingly furrounded with every 
thing that could flatter his hopes and 
penn: and beheld it all levelled with the 

. ground. 
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ground in one moment, and the wholé 
profpect vanifh with it like the defcription 
of an enchantment ;——who I fay, that had - 
feen and felt the thock of fo fudden a re- 
volution, would not have been furnifhed 
with jut and beautiful reflections upon 
the occafion, and faid with Job in the 
words of the text, “ That man that is 
born .of a woman, is of few days, and 
full of mifery,—that he cometh forth like 
a flower, and is cut down; he-fleeth alfo 
as a fhadow, and continueth not °” 


The words of the text are an epitome 
of the satural and moral vanity of man, 
and contain two diftinét declarations con- 
cerning his ftate and condition i m each re- 
fpect. 


Firft, that he is a creature of few days ; 
and fecondly, that thofe days are full of 
trouble. 


I fhall ne fome refle€tions upon each 
of thefe in their order, and conclude with 
a a practical leffon soe the whole. » 


And firft, That ei is of few days. The 
compa- 


= 
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comparifon which Job makes ule of, That 
man:cometh forth like a flower, is ex-— 
tremely beautiful, and more to the pur- 
pofe than the moft elaborate proof, which 
in truth the fubject will not eafily admit 
~ of; —the fhortnefs of life being a point 
fo generally complained of in all ages fince 
the flood, and fo univerfally felt and ac- 
knowledged by the whole fpecies, as to 
require no evidence beyond a fimilitude ; 
the intent of which is not fo much to 
prove the faét, as to illuftrate and place it 
in.fuch a light as to ftrike us, and bring 
the impreflion home to ourfelves in a more 
affecting manner. | 


Man comes forth, fays Job, like a 
flower, and is cut down; he is fent 
into the world the faireft and nobleft part 
of God’s works—fafhioned after the image 
of his creator with refpect to reafon and 
the great faculties of the mind ; hecomes 
forth glorious as the flower of the field ; 
as it furpaffes the vegetable world in beau- 
ty, fo does he the animal world in the 
glory and excellencies of his nature. . 


The one={j—if no untimely accident 
opprefs it, foon arrives at the full period 
of 
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of jts perfection,—is fuffered to triumph: 
for a few moments, and is plucked up 


by the roots in the very pride and gayeft 
{lage of its being :——-—or if it happens to. 


efcape the hands of violence, in a few 


days it neceffarily fickens of itfelf and dies 


AW ay. 


Man likewife, though his progrefs is- 


flower, and his duration fomiething long- 


er, yet the periods of his growth and de-. 


clenfion are nearly the fame both in the 
nature and manner of them. 


If he efcapes the dangers which threaten. 
his tenderer years, he is foon got into the 


full maturity and ftrength of life ; and if 
he is {0 fortunate as not to-be hurried out.. 


of it.then by accidents, by his own folly: 
or intemperance——if he efcapes thefe, 


he naturally decays of himfelf———a period. 
comes faft upon him, beyond which he. 


_was.not made to laft.———Like a. flower. 
or fruit which may. be plucked up by 


force before the time of their maturity, 
yet cannot be made to outgrow the period: 


when they are to fade and. drop of them- 
felves ;. when that comes, the hand of 


c 
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nature then plucks them both off, and no 
art of the botanift:can uphold the one, or 
{kill of the phyfician’ preferve the other, 
beyond the periods to which their original 
frames and conftitutions were made to ex: 
tend. As Godhas appointed and deter- 
mined ‘the feveral growths -and decays of 


the vegetable race, fo he feems as evi- 
dently to have prefcribed the fame laws to 
man, as well as all living creatures, in . 
the firft rudiments of which, there are con-' 


tained the fpecifick powers of their 


growth, duration and extindtion ; aH 
when. the evolutions of thofe animal pow- + 


ers are exhaufted and run down, the crea- 
ture expires and dies of  itfelf, as ripe 
fruit fatts from the tree, or a flower pre- 
ferved beyond its bloom a and pé- 


rifhes upon the ftalk. 


Thus much for this es of 


Job’s, which though it is very poetical, 
-yet conveys a juft idea of the thing refer- 


red to.-——- ‘“ That he fleeth alfo as a fha- 
dow, and contipueth not’’*——is no ‘fefs: 
a faithful and fine reprefentation of the 
fhortnefs and vanity of human life, of 
which Qne cannot give a a better explana- 

- tion, 
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tion, than by referring to the original, 
from whence the picture was taken.—— 
With how quick a fucceffion, do days, . 
months, and years pafs over our heads >—~ 
_ how truly like a fhadow that departeth, _ 
do they flee away infenfibly, and {Carce 
leave an impreflion with us? when 
we endeavour to call them back by re- 
flection, and confider in what manner 
they have gone, how unable are the beft 
of us to give a tolerable account ?—and 
were it not for fome of the more remark- 
able ftages which have diftinguifhed a 
few periods of this rapid progrefs—we 
fhould look back upon it all as Nebuchad- 
nezzar did upon his dream when he a- | 
woke in the morning ; he was fenfi- 
ble many things had paffed, and troubled 
him too; but had paffed on fo quickly, 
they had left no footfteps behind, by 
which he could be enabled to trace them 
back. Melancholy account of the life 
of man! which generally runs on in fuch 
a manner, as fcarce to allow time to make 
reflections which way it has gone. 


How many of our firft years flide by, in 
the innocent meee Be childhood, in eu 
we > 
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we are not able to make reflections upon 
them? —how many more thoughtlefs 
years e(cape us in our youth, when we 
are unwilling to do it, and are fo eager in 
the purfuit of pleafure as to have no time 


to fpare, to ftop and confider them ! 


- When graver and riper years come on, 
‘and we begin to think ittime to reform — 
and fet up for men of fenfe and conduct, 
then the bufinefs and perplexing interefts 
of this world, and the endlefs plotting and 


_contriving how to make the moft of it,. 


do fo wholly employ us, that we are too 
bufy to wafte reflections upon: fo cunprofit-' 
able a fubject.——As families and child- 
ren increafe, fo do our affections, and 
with them are multiplied our cares and 
toils for their prefervation and eftabhifh- 
all which take up our thoughts 
fo clofely, and poflefs them fo long, that 
we are often overtaken by grey hairs be- 
fore we fee ‘them, or have found leifure 


to. confider how far we were got,—what- = 


we have been doing,—and for what pur- 
pofe God fent us into the world. As man> 
may juftly be faid to be of few days, confi- 
dered with refpe¢t to this hafty fucceffion 
| of 


ad 
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of things, which foon carries him. into 
the decline of his hfe, fo may- he likewife 
be faid to flee like a fhadow and continue 
not,, when his duration. is compared, with 
other parts of God’s works, and even the. 
works of bis owh hands, which outlaft 
him many generations ;—whilft his—-as: 
Homer obferves, like leaves, one gene-, 
ration drops, and another fprings up to 
fall again and be forgotten. 


But when we further confider his days - _ 
in the light in which we ought chieAy to 
view them, as they appear in thy fight, 
O.God! with, whom a thoufand years are 
_ but as yefterday ; when we reflect that 

this hand-bseadth of life is all that is mea. 
| fured out tp us from ‘that eternity for 
which he is created, how does-his fhort 
fpan vanith to nothing in the comparifon § a 
"Tis, true, the greateft portion of time 
will do the fame when compared with 
what ig to come ; and therefore fo fhort 
and tranfitory a, one, as threefcore years 
and ten, beyond which all is declared to 
be labour and forrow, may the eafier be 
allowed : and yet how uncertain are we 
of that portion, fhort as it ist Do not 
, ae: ten. 


3 


‘can -be drawn out to ‘that extent? 
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ten thoufand-accidents break off the flen- 
der thread of human life, long. before it 


The new-born babe falls ‘down an ealy 
prey, and moulders back again into duft, _ 
like a tender bloffom put forth in an un- 

timely- hour——The hopeful youth ‘in 
the very pride and beauty of life is cut off, 
fome cruel diftemper or unthought of . ac- 
cident lays him proftrate upon the earth, to 
purfue Job’s comparifon, like a blooming 
flower fmit and fhrivelled up with a ma- 
lignant blaft.—In this ftage of life chances 
multiply upon us, the feeds of difor- 
ders are fown by intemperance or negleét, 
infectious diftempers are more ea- 
fily contraéted, when contraéted they rage 
with greater violence, and the fuccefs in 
many cafes is more doubtful, infornuch 


“that they who have exercifed thenifelves 


in computations of this kind tell us,“ That 
one half of the whole fpecies which are 
born into the world, go out of it again, 


_and are all dead in fo fhort a {pace as the 


Arft leventocn ala 


_ Thefe refle€tions may be fafficient to 
iluftrate the firft part of Job's declaration, 
“ That 


40 SERMON X. | 
“© That manis of few days.’ Let usex- - 
amine the truth of the other, and fee, 
whether he is not likewife full of trouble. 


And here we muft nottakeour ‘account ,; 
‘from the flattering outfide of things, 
which are generally fet off with a glittering 
_- appearance enough, efpecially in what is 
called, Aigher life. —Nor can we fafely 


truft the evidence of fome of the more. 


merry and thoughtlefs amongft us, who ~ 

are fo-fet upon the enjoyrhent of life as fel- — 
dom to reflect upon the troubles of it ;—~ 
or who, perhaps, becaufe they. are not’ 
yet come to this portion of their inheri- 
tance, imagine it is not their common 
lot.———Nor laftly, are we to form an 
idea of it, from the delufive ftories of a 
few of the more profperous paflengers, 
who have fortunately failed through and 
efcaped the rougher toils and diftreffes. 
But we are to take our accounts from a 
” clofe furvey of human life, and the real - 
face of things, ftripped of every thing that 
can palliate or gild it over. We muft 
hear the general complaint of all ages, and 

read the hiftoties of mankind. If we | 
look into them, and examine them’ to the 
bottom, 


“ 
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-bottom, what: do they contain but the 


hiftory of fad and uncomfortable paflages, 
which a good-natured man cannot réad 
but ‘with oppreffion of fpirits. ——Confi- 
der. the dreadful fucceffion of wars in one 
part or. other of the earth, perpetuated 
from one century to another with fo little - 


~ intermiffion, that mankind have {carce 


had time to brtathe from them, fince am- - 
bition firft came into the world; confider 
the horrid effects of them in all thofe- bar- 
barous devaftations we, read of, where 
whole nations have been put to the {word, 
or-have been driven out to nakednefs_and 
famine to make room for hew comers. 


For a fpecimen of this;-Jet us reflect up- 


on the ftory related by Plutarch, when by 
order of the Roman fenate, feventy popu- 
lous cities were unawares facked and de- 
ftroyed at one prefixed hour, by P. ASmi- — 
lus, by whom one hundred and fitty 
thoufand unhappy people were driven in 
one day into captivity, to be fold to the. 
higheft bidder to end their days in cruel 
anguifh.——Confider how great a part of 
our fpeges in all ages down to this, have 
been trod under the feet of cruel and ca- ’ 
Pricious tyrants, who would neither hear 
their 
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their cries, nor pity their diftreffes.—— 
Confider flavery——-whar it is,—how bitter . 
adraught, and how many millions heve 
been made to drink of it ;—which if. it 
can poifon all ‘earthly happinefs when ex- 
ercifed barely:upon our bodies, what. matt 
it be, when it. comprehends both the fla- 
very of body and mind ?——T'o conceive 
’ this, look into the hiftory of the Romith 
church and her tyrants, (or rather execu- 
tioners) who feem-to have taken pleafure 
in the pengs-and convulfions of -their fel- 
low-creatures ——Examine the prifons of 
the inquifition, ‘hear the melancholy notes 
founded in every cell_——Confider the 
anguifh of mock-trials, and the exquifite 
tortures confequent thereupon, mercilefsly 
inflicted upon the unfortunate, where the — 
sacked and weary foul has fo often wifhed © 
to take its leave,——-—but cruelly not fuf- 
fered to depart.——Confider how many 
of thefe helplefs wretclies have been haled 
from ‘thence in all periods of this tyrannic 
 ufurpation, to undergo the maffacres and 
flames to which a falfe and a bloody reli- 
gion has condemned them.’ If+ this fad 
_hiftory. and detail of the more public | 
caules of the miferies of man are not fufh- | 
cient, 
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cient, let us behold him.in another light 
with refpect to the more private caufes of 
them, and fee whether he is not full of 
trouble likewife there, and almoft born 


. to it as naturally as the fparks fly up- 


wards. If we confider man as.a creature 


full of wants and. neceflities (whether 
‘real or imaginary) which. he ts not able 


to fupply of himfelf, what a train of difap- 
pointments, vexations and dependencies 
are to be feen, iffuing from thence to per- 
plex and make his being uneafy ?>—How 
‘many juftlings and hard ftruggles do we 
undergo, in making our way in the 
world ?’—-How barbaroufly held back ?— 
How often and bafely overthrown, in 
aiming only at getting bread ? How 


many of us never attain it—at leaft not ~ 


. comfortably,—but from various unknown 
caufes———eat it all their lives long i in bit- 
ternefs? 7 


If we thift the” fcene, and look up- 


wards, towards thofe whofe fituation in life 
feems to place them above the forrows of 
this kind, yet where are they exempt 
from others? Do not all ranks-and con- 
ditions ef men meet with fad accidents and 

Vow I. | D _ Rumber- 
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numberlefs calamities in other refpetts, 


which often make a go rary all 
their lives long ? 


How many fall into chronical infirmi- 
ties, which render both their days and 
nights reftlefs and infupportable ?*—How 
many of the higheft rank are tore up with 
_ ambition, or foured with difappointments, 
and how many more from a thoufand {fe- 
cret caufes of difquiet pine away in filence, 
and owe their ‘deaths to forrow and de- 
jection of heart ?>——If we caft our eyes 
upon the loweft clafs and condition of life,, 
--—the fcene is more melancholy ftill.— 
Millions of our fellow-creatures, born to 
no inheritance but poverty and trouble, 
forced by the neceffity of their lots to 
drudgery and painful employments, and 
hard fet-with that too, to get enoughto - 
keep themfelves and families alive. 
So that upon the whole, when we have 
examined the true ftate and condition of 
human life, and have made fome allow- 
ances for a few fugacious, deceitful plea- 
fures, there is {carce any thing to be found 


* N. B. Molt of thefe reflections upon the miferies 
of life, are taken from Wollafton. 7 
| which 
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which contradicts : Job's:defcription .of it.—=. 
Which ever way we, look abroad, : we fee — 
fome legible charaéters of what God firft 
denounced. againft. us, -“ That in forrow 
we. fhould eat our bread, till we returned 
to the: ground, from whence we were 
taken.” bbe, PA gs Ae 7 

But ce one. “vill ey Why are we 
thus to be put out of love with human 
life? To what purpofe is it to expofe 


_ the dark fides of it tous, or enlarge upon 


the infirmities which are natural, and con- 
fequently out of our power to redrefs ? 


T anfwer, that the fubject is neverthe- 
lefs of great importance, fince it is necef- 
fary every creature fhould underftand 
his -prefent ftate and condition, to put 
him in. mind of behaving fuitably to 1t.— 
Does not an impartial furvey of man—the 
holding up this glafsto fhew him his de- 
fects and natural infirmities, naturally tend 
to cure his pride and cloath him with hu- 
mility, which is a drefs that beft becomes 
a fhort-lived and a wretched creature ?— 


- Does not the confideration of the fhort- 


nefs of our life, convince us of the wifdom 
“D 2 of 
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of dedicating fo fall a@ portion to the 
great purpofes of eternity '— 


Laftly, When we reflegt that this fpan 
of life, fhort as it is, is chequered with fo 
many troubles, that there is nothing in 
this world fprings up, or can be enjoyed 
without a mixture of forrow, how infenfi- 
bly does it incline us to turn our eyes and» 
affections from fo gloomy. a profpect, and 
fix them upon that happier country, where | 
affiictions cannot follow us, and where 
God will wipe away all tears from off our 
faces for ever andever? sfmen. 
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SERMON XL. 
On EVIL-SPEAKING. 
faiens tsb 


Uf any man among you feem to be religions, 
and bridieth not bis tongue, but deceiveth 
. bis own beart, this man’s religion is vain. 


F the many duties owing both ta 

God and our neighbour, there are. 
fcarce any men fo bad, as not to acquit 
themfelves of fome, and few fo ‘good, I 
fear, as to pee all. 


Every .man emia willing enough to 
compound the matter, and adopt fo much: 
of the fyftem, as will Jeaft interfere with: © 
his principle and ruling paffion, and for. 

thofe parts, which would occafion. a. more 
| D3. CC trouble- 
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troublefome oppofition, ‘to confider them 
as hard fayings, and fo leave them for - 


thofe to prattife, whofe natural tempers 
are better fuited for the ttruggle. So that 
aman fhall be covetous, oppreffive, re- 
vengeful, neither a lover of truth, or com- 
mon honefty, and ‘yet ‘at the fame time, 


_ fhall be very religious, and fo fanétified, 


o 


te. 


as not once to fail of paying his morning 
and evening facrifice to God. So, on the 
other hand, a man fhall live without God 
in the world, have neither any great fenfe 
of religion, or indeed pretend to have any, 
and yet be of .niceft honour, . confcienti- 
oufly juft and fair in all his dealings. And 
here it is that men generally betray them- 
felves, deceiving, as the apottle fays, their 
own hearts ; ie which the inftances are fo 
various, in one degree or other through- 


out human life, that one might fafely fay, 


the bulk of mankind live in fuch a contra- 
diftion to themfelves, that there is no 


character fo hard to be met with as one, 


which upon a critical examination, will ap- 
pear altogether uniform, and in ee 


‘point confiftent with itfelf. 


Tf fach a. contraft was oAly obfervable 


in Ee different ftages of a man’s life, it 


would 
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would ceafe to be either a matter of won- 
der, or of juft reproach. ‘Age, experi- 
ence, and much reflection, may naturally 
enough be fuppofed to alter a man’s fenfe 
of things, and fo entirely to transform 
him, that not only in outward appearan- 
ces, but in the very caft and turn of his 


' mind, he may be as unlike and different 


from the man he was twenty or thirty 
years ago, as he ever was from any thing 


_ of his own fpecies. This, I fay, ts natu- 


rally to be accounted for, and in fome 
cafes might be praife-worthy too ; but the 
obfervation is to be made of men in the 
fame period of their lives that in the fame 
day, fometimes in the very fame action, © 
they are utterly inconfiftent and irrecon- 
cileable with themfelves.—Look at a man 
in one light, and he fhall feem wife, pene- 
trating, difcreet, and brave: behold him 
in another point of view, and you fee a: 
creature all over folly and indifcretion; 
weak and timorous, as cowardice and indif- 
cretion can make him. A man fhall ap- 
pear gentle, courteous and benevolent to 
all mankind ; follow him into his own 
houfe, may be you fee a tyrant, morofe: 


and favage to all, whofe happinefs depends 


4 upon 


3. 
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npon his kindnefs. A third in his gene- 
ral behaviour is found to be generous, dif- 
interefted, humane and friendly,—-—hear 
but the fad ftory of the friendlefs orphans, 


too creduloufly trufting all their little fub- — 
{tance into his hands, and he fhall appear - 


more fordid, more pitilefs and unjuft, than 
the injured themfelves have bitternefs to 


paint him. Another fhall be charitable . 


to the poor, uncharitable in his cenfures 
and opinions of all the reft of the world 
befides ; temperate in his appetites, 
intemperate in his tongue ; hall have too 
much confcience and religion to cheat the 
man who trufts him, and perhaps as far as 
the bufinefs of debtor and creditor extends, 
fhall be juft and {crupulous to the utter- 
moft mite ; yet in matters of full as great 


concern, where he is to have the handling: 


‘of tne parties reputation and good name, 
-—the dearelt, the tendereft property the 
man has, he will do him irreparable da- 
mage, and rob him there without meafure 
or pity. : 7 

_ And, this feems to be that particular 
piece of inconfiftency and contradiCcton 
which the text is levelled at, in which the 
| | words 


« 
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words feem fo pointed, as if St. James’had — 
known more flagrant inftances of this kind: 
of delufion than what had fallen under the: 
obfervation of any of the reft of the apof- 
tles; he being more remarkably vehe- 
ment and copious upon that fubject than 
any other. 


Doubtlefs fome* of his converts had’ 
‘been notorioufly wicked and licentious,. 
in this remorfeléfs practice of defamation 
and evil-fpeaking. Perhaps the holy. man, 
though fpotlefs as an angel, (for no charac-. 
‘ter is too facred for calumny to blacken,) 
had grievoufly fuffered himfelf, and: 
as his bleffed miafter foretold him, had- 
been cruelly reviled, and evil /poken of. 


All his labours in the gofpel, his unaf- . 
fe€ted and perpetual follicitude for the pre-. 
fervation of his flock,. his. watchings, his 
faftings, his poverty, his natural fimplicity — 
and innocence of life, al] perhaps were _ 
. not enough to defend. him from this un-. 

_ruly weapon, fo full of deadly poifon. And - 
what in all likelihood might move his for- 
row and indignation more, fome who 
feemed the moft devout and zealous of all 

D5 his 
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his converts, were the moft mercilefs and - 
uncharitable in that refpect. Having a 


form of = full of bitter envyings 
and ftrife. 


' With fuch it is that he expoftulates fo 
largely in the third chapterof his epiltle 
and there is fomething in his vivacity tem>" 
pered with fuch affection and.concern, as 
well fuited the .character. of an infpired 
man. My brethren, fays the apoftle, thefe 
things ought not.to be.——The wifdom 
that is from above is pure, peaceable, 
gentle, full of mercy, without partiality, ° 
without hypocrify. The. wifdom from 
above,—that heavenly religion. which I 
have preached to you, is pure, alike and 
confiftent with itfelf in all its:parts ; like 
its great author, “tis univerfally kind and 
benevolentin all cafes and circumftances. 
Its firft glad tydings, were peace upon 
earth, good will tqwards men; its chief 
corner ftone, its moft diftinguifhing cha- 
“racter is love, that, kind principle which 
brought it down,. in the pure exercife of 
which confifts the chief enjoyment of hea- 
ven from whence it came. But this prac- 
tice, my saa cometh not from above, 

but 


> 
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but is earthly, fenfual, devilifh, full of 
confufion’ and every evil work. Reflect 
then a moment ; can a fountain fend forth 
at the fame place, {weet water and bitter ? 
Can the fig tree my brethren bear olive 
berries, either a vine, figs? Lay your 
hands upon your hearts, and let your con- 
{ciences fpeak.—Ought not the fame juft 
principle which reftrains you from cruelty 


and wrong in one cafe, equally to 


with-hold you from it in another ? 


Should not charity and good will, like the 


principle of life, circulating through the 
fmalleft veffels in every member, ought i it 


not to operate as regularly upon -you, - 


throughout, as well upon. your words, as 
upon your actions ? 


If a man is wife and endued with know- 
ledge, let him fhew it, out of a good con- 
verfation, with meeknefs of wifdom. But 


—if any man amongtt you, feemeth to be 
for truly re- 
ligious he cannot be,—and bridleth not-his~ 


religious,—feemeth to be, 


tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, . this 
man’s religion is vain. ——-—-T'his’ is the 


, full force of St. James’s reafoning, upon 
which Ihave dwelt the more, it being the 


founda- 


ee 
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foundation, upon which is grounded this 
clear decifion of the matter left us in the 
_ text. In which the apoftle feems to have 
fet the two characters of a faint and a flan-- 
derer, at fuch variance, that one would 
-- have thought they could never have-had a 
heart to have met together again. But 
there are no alliances too ftrange for this 
world, How many may we obferve 
every day, even of the gentler fex, as well 
as our own, who without conviction of do- 
ing much wrong, in the midft of a full ca- 
reer of calumny and defamation, rife up 
punctual at the ftated hour of prayer, 
leave the cruel ftory half untold till they 
return,——go,—and kneel down before the 
throne of heaven, thank God that he had 
not made them like others, and that his 
Holy Spirit had enabled them to perform 
the duties of the day, in fo'chriftian and 
confcientious a manner! : 


This delufive itch fof flander, too com- 
‘mon in all ranks of people, whether to 


gratify a little ungenerous refentment; . 


-———whether oftener out of a principle of 


_Jevelling from a narrownefs and poverty 
of foul, ever impatient of merit and fupe- 


riority 
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riority in others ; whether a mean ambi- 


- tion, or the infatiate luft of being witty, 


(a talent in which ill-nature and tia- 
lice are no bad ingredients,) or laftly, 
whether from a natural cruelty of difpofi- 
tion, abftraéted from all views and confi- 
derations of felf: to which one, or whe- 
ther toall jointly we are indebted for this 
contagious malady ; thus much is certain, 
from whatever feeds it fprings, the growth 
and progrefs of it are as deftructive to, as 
they are unbecoming a civilized people. 
To pafs a hard and ill-natured reflection, 
upon an undefigning action; to invent, 
or which is equally had, to propagate a 
vexatious report, without colour and 


" gtounds’; to plunder an innocent men of 


his character and good name, a jewel 
which perhaps he has ftarved himfelf to 
purchafe, and probably would hazard his 
life to fecure; to rob him at the fame 
time of his happinefs and peace of mind ; 
perhaps his bread,—the bread may he of 
a virtuous family; and all this, as Solo- 
mon fays of the madman, who cafteth 


- fire-brands, arrows and death, and faith, 


Am I not in fport? all this, out of wan- 
tonnefs, and oftener from worfe motives ; 
the 
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- the whole appears. fuch a complication of 
badnefs, as requires no. words or warmth 
of fancy to aggravate. Pride, treachery, 
envy, hypocrify, malice, cruelty, and felf- 
love, may have been faid in one fhape or 
other, to have occafioned all the frauds . 
and mifchiefs that ever happened in the 
world ; but the chances againft a coinci- 
dence of them all in one petfon are fo 
many,-that one would have fuppofed the — 
character of a common flanderer. as rare 
and difficult a production in nature, as that 
of a great genius, which feldom happens 
above once in an age. | | 


But whatever was the cafe, when St. 
James wrote his epiftle, we have- been 
very fuccefsful i later days, and have 
found out the art, by a proper manage- 
ment of light and fhade, to compound all 
thefe vices together, fo as to give body. 
and ftrength to the whole, whilft no one 
but a difcerning artift is able to difcover 
the labours that join in finifhing the pic- 
ture.—And indeed, like many other bad . 
originals in the world,—it ftands in need 
of all the difguife it has.—For who could 
-he enamoured of a character, made up of | 

| fo 
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fo loathfome a. compound,—could they be- 
hold it naked,—in its crooked and de- 
formed fhape,—with all its natural and 
detefted infirmities laid a to. — 
view. 


And dense. it were to be withed, 
that one could do. in this: mahgnant cafe 
of the mind,—what is génerally done for 
the public good,..in the more malignant 
and epidemical cafes of the body,—that 
is;—when they are found infectious——to 


write a hiftory of the diftemper,—and af- 


certain all the fymptoms of the malady,. fo 
that- every one might know, whom he 
might venture togo near, with tolerable 
fafety to himfelfi—But alas!. the .fymp- 


toms of this appear in fo Many. ftrange, - 


and contradictory fhapes, and vary. fo 
wonderfully. with the temper and. habit of 
the patient, that they are not to be claffed, 


—or reduced. to any one regular a 


Ten thoufand are the vehicles, in which 


- this deadly poifon is prepared and commu- 


nicated to the world,—and by {ome artful 
hands, ° tis done by fo fubtle and nice an 
infufion, — 


wf 
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_ infufion, that it isnot to be tafted or difco- 
vered, but by i its effects. 


How frequently is the honefty and in- 
tegrity of aman, difpofed of, by a {mile 
or a fhrug How many good and gene- 
rous actions, have been funk into oblivion, 
by a diftruftful look,—or ftamped with the 
imputation of proceeding from bad mo- 
tives, by a myfterious and eee whit 


per? 


Look into companies of thofe whofe 
gentle natures fhould difarm them,-—— 
we fhall find no better account.——-How 
large a portion of chaftity is fent out of 
the world by diftant hints,—nodded away, — 
and cruelly winked ito fufpicion, by the 
envy of thofe, who are paffed all tempta- 
tion of it themfelves——How often does 
the reputation of a helplefs creature bleed 
by a2 report-——-which the party, who is at 
the pains to propagate it, beholds with fo 
much pity and fellow-feeling,—that fhe 
is heartily forry for it, hopes in God it 
1s not true ;—however,. as Arch-bifhop 
Tillotfon wittily obferves upon it, is re- 
folved in the mean time, to give the fe- 
. port 
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| port her pafs, that at leaft it may have © ° 


fair play to take its fortune inthe world,— — 


to be believed or not, according to the 


charity of thofe, into whofe hands it thall 


- happen to fall.’ 


So fruitful is this vice in variety of ex- 


- pedients, to fatiate as well as difguife it- 
felf. But if thefe fmoother weapons cut 


fo fore,---what fhall we fay of open and un- 
blufhing fcandal—fubjected to no caution, 


- tied down to no reftraints ?———If the 


one, like an arrow fhot in the dark does. 
neverthelefs fo much fecret. mifchtef,—_ 


this like the peftilence, which rageth at 


noon-day, fweeps all before it, levelling 


without diftinction the good and the bad; 


a thoufand fall befide it, and ten thoufand 
a its right hand,——~they fall,—fo rent 
ind torn in this tender part of them, fo 
unmercifully butchered, as fometimes ne- | 
ver to recover,either the wounds,—or the 
anguifh of heart,—which they have otca- 
fioned.—_— 


"But there is nothing fo bad which will _ 
not admit of fomething to be faid in its de- 
fence. 

And 
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~ And here it may be afked,—Whether 
‘the inconveniencies and ill effects which 
‘the world feels,———from the licentiouf- 
nefs of this practice—are not fufficiently | 
counterballanced by the real influence it 

has upon mens lives and conduct—That | 
“aif there was no evil-fpeaking in the world, , 
thoufands would be encouraged to do ill, 

‘—-and would rufh into many indecorums, 
hike a horfe into the battle,—were they 
fure to efcape the tongues of men. 


That if we take a general view of the 
world,———we fhall find that a great deal 
of virtue,——at leaft of the outward ap- 
pearance of it,———is not fo much from 
any fixed principle, as the terror.of what 
the world will fay,——and the liberty it 
will take upon the occafions we  fhall 


give, 


_ Thatif we defcend to particulars, num- 

bers are every day taking more pains to 

be well fpoken of, than what would - 
_actually enable them to live fo as to de- 
ferve it. : 


That 
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That fees are many of both foxes, who 
can fupport life well enough, without ho- 
nour or chaftity,—who without'reputation, 
(which-is but the opinion which the world 


“has of the matter,) would hide their heads - 


in fhame, and fink down in utter defpair 
of happinefs.———No doubt the tongue is a 
weapon, which does chaftife many indeco- 


Tums, which the laws of men will not 


reach, and keeps many in awe,— 
whom confcience will not,—-and where the 
cafe is indifputably flagrant, ———-= the 
{peaking of it in fuch words as it deferves, 
oominmmnfCarce comes within the prohibition. 
—~<=—=-In many cafes, ’tis hard.to exprefs 
ourfelves fo as to fix a diftinétion betwixt 
oppofite characters, ——and' fometimes it 
may be as much a debt we owe to virtue, 
and as great a piece of juftice to expofea 
vicious character, and paint it in its pros 
per cclours,———as it is to {peak well of the 
deferving and defcribe his particular virtues. 
~And, indeed, when we infiié this 
punifhment upon the bad, merely out of 
principle, and without indulgences to any 
iat paffion a our own,—'tis a cafe 
. : ~ which 
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which happens fo feldom, that one might 
“venture to except it. > 


_ However to-thofe, who in this objection 
_ are really concerned for the caufe of virtue, 
Icannot help recommending what would 
much more effectually ferve her intereft, 
_ and bea furer token of their zeal and at- 
tachment to her. And that is, in 
all fuch plain inftances where it feems to 
be duty, to fix a diftinétion betwixt the 
good and the bad, to let their acti- 
ons {peak it, inftead of their words, or at 
leaft to let them both {peak one language. 
We all of us talk fo loud againft vicious 
characters, and are fo unanimous if our cry 
againit them, that an unexperienced man, 
who only trufted his ears, would imagine 
the whole world was in an uproar about it, 
and that mankind were all affociating to- 

gether, to hunt vice utterly out of the world, 
| exes Shift the {Cene, 
hold the reception which vice meets with, 
—he will fee the conduét and behaviour. of 
the world towards it, fo oppofite to their 
declarations,——he_ will find all he heard, 
fo contradicted by what he faw,—as to 
leavehim in doubt, which of his fenfes he 


a 


and let him be- — 
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isto truft,———=--or in:which of the two 


cafes, mankind: were really in earneft. Was _ 


there virtue enough in the world to make 


a general ftand again& this contradiGion, 


. wethat is,——was every one who deferved to 
‘be ill fpoken of—fure to be ill looked on—= 
_ too; wasita certain confequence of the 


lofs-of a man’s charaCter,———-—to lofe: his 


- friends,-——--to lofe the advantages of his 


birth and fortune,—and thenceforth be-uni-- 
vay ss —- 


Was no ‘ies a heleér soaintt thei it~ 
decorurns of the other fex, but was every 


_ woman without diftin@tion,—— who. had 


juttly forfeited her reputation,— from that 
moment was fhe fure to forfeit likewife all 


"2 claim to a eats and refpect.—- 


' Orina word,—could it’ be eftablithed 
as a law in aur ceremonial, 
ever characters in either fex were become 


- notorious,—it fhould be deemed infamous, 


either to pay or receive a vifit from.them, 
and that the door was fhut againft : them in 
all public places, till they had fatisfied the. 
world, by giving teftimony of a better life. 
— A few fuch plain and honeft maxims 

faith- 


that where- _ 


4 S.ER M:‘O.N ‘XI, 


farthfully put m -pradtice,———= would ‘force: 
us upon some deptee of reformation.: Till: 
this isdone,—it .avails: little that we: have: 


no mercy upon them with our tongues, 


{ince they efcape. without ‘Reeling oe other 


inconven ence, 


We all cry out that. the world. is cor- 
rupt,—and I fear toojuftly, but we ne- 
ver reflect, what we have to thank for it, 
and that it is our open countenance of vice, 
which gives the lye to or private cenfures 
of it, which is its chtef protection and en- 


couragement.--To thofe however, who ftill _ 
believe, that evil-fpeaking is fome terror to 
evil doers, one may an{wer, asa great man _ 


has done upon the occafion, that 
after all our exhortations againft it,—’tis 


not to be feared, but that there will be» 


evil-(peaking enough left in the world to 
chaftife the guilty,—-and we may fafely truft 
them to an ill-natured world, that there 
_ will be no failure of juftice upon this fcore. 
~The pailions of men are pretty fevere 
executioners, and.to them let us leave this 
- ungrateful tafk,—and rather ourfelves, en- 
deavour to cultivate that more friendly 


‘one, recommended by the apoftle,—of let- 
ting 
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| ting all bitternefs, and wrath, and cla- _ 
mour, and evil-fpeaking, be put away from 

us,—of being kind to one another,—ten- 

| der-hearted, forgiving one another, even 


as God for Chrift’s fake forgave us. Amen. — 


S E R- 


ee ae * 


a eh 


td | 


, 
o 


SERMON XI 


JOSEPH’s Hiftory Confidered. 


Forgivenefs of Inyu RIE 5. | 


GENESIS L. 4,_ 


And when Fofeph’s brethren faw that thet? 

father was dead, they faid, Fofeph will 
 ~peradventure hate us, and will certainly 
| requite us all the evil which we did un- 
«to him, |. a3 | 


HERE are few inttances of the 

exercife of particular virtues which - 
feem harder to attain to, or. which ap- 
pear more amiable and engaging in them- 


 felves, than thofe of toderation: and the 


® 


forgivenefs of- injuries; and’ when the 
temptations againft them, happen to be 
heightened by the bitternefs of a pro- 
vocation on one hand, and the: fairnefs 
of .an opportunity to retaliate on the 


‘Other, the inftances then are ‘truly. great 


and heroic. The words of the text, 
which are the confultation of the fons 
of 
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of Jacob ‘amongtt ‘themfelves ypon their 
father Ifrael’s death, when becaufe it 
was in Jofeph’s power to revenge the 
deadly injury they had formerly done 
him, they concluded in courfe, ‘that it 
was-in his intention, will lead us to a 
beautiful example of this kind in the 
-character and behaviour of Jofeph ‘con- 
fequent thereupon; and as it feems a 
perfect and very engaging pattern of 
forbearance, 1t may not be improper to 
make it ferve for the ground-work of 
a difcourfe upon that fubje&———-The 
whole tranfaction. fronr the. firft ogeafion 
given by Jofeph in his youth, to. this 
lait act of remiffion, at the conclufion 
of his life, may be faid to be a mafter- 
piece of hiftory.. There is not only in 
the manner throughout fuch a happy 
though uncommon mixture -of ‘fimplicity 


and. grandeur, which is a double cha- 


racter fo hard to be. united, : that it is 
feldom to bé met with in compofitions 


merely human ;————burt it is: likewife - 


related with the greateft waniety: of ten- 
der and affeCuing circumftangee, : which 
. sgwonld-afford matter for refle€tions. ufe- 
- for the uaa S ane every part 
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and ftage. of a. man’s life. But as the 
words of, the text, as well as the inten- 


‘tion. and compas of this difcourfe, par- 


ticularly, confine. me to fpeak only to 
ane point, namely, the forgivene(s of 
injuries, it will be proper Only to con- 
fider fuch circumftances of the ftory, 
a$..will place this -inftance of it in its 
jut light ;. dnd themproceed to make a 
more general ufe of the gteat example 
af moderation and forbearance, which it. 
fets, before-us,; |. ate 2 ea 


it féems: ftrange’ at) firtt ‘fight, thar 
after the fons: of.. Jacob had fallen into: 
Jofeph’s! power, when. they: were forced 
by the forenefs -of . the famine ‘to: go’ 
dowa: into Egypt -to buy crn, and= had. 
found him too good~a man even to- 


. Xpoftulate with them for. an. injury, 


which: he. feemed then ‘to. have digefted,: 
and: pioufly: to: have’ refolved! into the. 
Over-ruling providetice of. God, for the 
Prefervation. of much people, how. they. | 


. Gould ever after quettion the uprightne{s. 


af his intentions, ‘or entertain the leaft faf-: 
picion chat: his reconciliation: was dif: 
fembled." Would anot-.one have imas. 
oe . E 2 gined, - 
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gained, that the man who had difcovered 
fuch a goodnefs - of foul, ‘that he 
fought. where to: weep, becaufe he could 
not bear the {truggle of a counterfeit- 
ed harfhnefs, could never: be fufpected 
afterwards of intending a real one ;—and 
that he only waited till their father Iirael’s 
death, to requite them all the evil which 
they had done unto him. What ftill adds 
to this difficulty is, that his affectionate 
manner of making himfelf known to 
them ; —his goodnefs in forbearing 
not only to reproach them for the in- 
jury they had formerly donehim, butex- 
tenuating and excufing the fault to them- 
felves, his coniforting, and {peaking 
kindly to them, and feconding all with 
the tendereft marks of an undifguifed 
forgivenefs, in falling upon. their necks, 
arid weeping aloud, that all the houfe 
of Pharaoh heard: him:: that more-. 
‘over this behaviour of Jofeph could not: 
appear to them, : to be the effect of any. 
warm and fudden tranfport, which might 
as fuddenly give way to other refledcti- 
ons, but that it evidently fprung from 
a fettled. principle: of uncommon gene- 
rolity in his ature, which was‘ above 

. the 
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_ the temptation of making ufe of an op- 
_portunity for revenge, which the courfe 


of God’s providence had. put. into his 
hands for better purpofes; and what 
might ftill feem to confirm this, was 


. + the evidence of his ations to them af- 
terwards, in bringing them and all their 


houfhold up out of Canaan, and placing 


them near him in the land. of Gofhen, 
the richeft part of Egypt, where they 


had had fo ‘many years experience of -his 
love and-kindnefs. And yet it is plain 
all this. did not clear his motive from 


fufpicion, or at leaft themfélves of fome 


apprehenfions of a change in his con- 


du& towardsthem. And was it not that 
the whole tranfaction was wrote under 


the dire&tion of the Spirit of truth, and 
that other hiftorians concur in doing 
juftice to Jofeph’s chara@er, and {peak 
of him.asa compaffionate, and merciful 


man, ,one.would be -apt, you will fay, 


to imagine here, that Mofes might ,pof-_ 


fibly have omitted fome circumftances 
_ of Jofeph’s behaviour, which had alarm- 
ed: his brethren, betwixt. the time of 
‘his firft reconciliation and that of their 
father’s death. 


For they could not 
EB 3 be 
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be fufpicious of his intentions without 
fome caufe, and fear where no fear was.—< 
But does not a guilty confeience often 
do fo?-—and though it has the proutids, 
yet wants the power to think itfelf fafe. 


And could we Icok into’ the ‘héarts 
of thofe who know they déferve —1ll, 
we fhould find many an inftance, where 
a kindnefs from an injured hand, where 
there was leaft reafon to expect one, has 
{truck deeper and touched the heart with 
‘a degree of remorfe and concetn, which 
perhaps no feverity or refentment ‘could 
have -reached. This reflection will ‘in 
fome meafure help to explain: this ‘diffi- 
culty which occurs in the ftory. For 
it is obfervable, that when the injury 
they had done their *brother was firft 
committed,. and the fa was frefh upon 
their minds, and - moft likely to have 
filled them with a fenfe of guilt, we find 
no -acknowledgment or complaint to | 


‘one another of fuch a load, as one - 


might imagine it had laid-upoa them; 
and from ‘that event, through @ lang 
-eousfe of years to the time they had gone 
Og Bite: Sms os, go ye eee ee ee, wn 
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down to Egypt, we réad not orice of 
any forrow or compunction of. heart, 
which they had felt during. all that time, 
for what they had done: They. had 
artfully impofed upon their parent—(and 
as men are ingenious cafuifts' in their 
own affairs,) they had, probably, as art- 
fully impofed ‘upon ‘their own confcien- 
ces;—-—-and poffibly had never impar- . 
tially reflected upon the action, ‘or con- 
fidered it in its juft light, till the many 
aéts of their brother’s love and kindnefs 
had brought it before them, with all 
the citcumftances of aggravation which 
his behaviour would naturally give it.— 
They then began maturely to confider 
what they had done,—that they- had. 
- firft undefervedly hated him in his ~child- 
hood for that, which if it was a ground 
of complaint, ought rather to have been 
-charged upon the indifcretion of the 
parent than confidered as a fault in him. 
That upon a more juit examination and 
a better knowledge of their brother, they 
ad wanted even that pretence.——I¢ 
was not a blind partiality which feemed 
firft to have direéted their father’s affec- 


7 tion to him,—though then they thought 


Ei4 fo, 


104 SERMON MXIL. 


fo,—for doubtlefs fo much goodnefs and 
benevolence as fhone forth in his nature, 
now that he was a man, could not lay 
all of it fo deep concealed in. his youth, 
but the fagacity of a pareng’s eye would 
difcover it, and that in courfe their en- 
mity towards him was founded upon that 
which ought to have won their efteem. 
_ That if he had incautioufly added 
envy to their ill will in reporting his 
dreams, which prefaged his future great- 
nefs, it was but the indifcretion of a youth 
unpractifed in the world, who had not. 
yet found out the art of diffembling 
his hopes and expeations, and was . 
{carce arrived at an age to comprehend 
there. was fuch a thing in the world as 
eavy and ambition :—that if fuch’ of- 
fences in a brother, fo fairly carried their 
own excufes with them, what could they ~ 
fay for themfelves, when they confidered 
it was for this they had almoft unani- 
moufly confpired to rob ‘him of his - 
life ;——and though they were happily 
reftrained from fhedding his blood upon 
Reuben’s remonftrance, that they had 
neverthelefs all the guilt of the intention . 
to anfwer for.—That whatever motive it 
| | | was, 
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was, which then ftayed their hands, their — 
confciences told: them, it could not be a 
good one, fince they had changed the 
fentence for one no lefs cruel in itfelf, 
and what to an ingenuous nature wae 
worfe than death, to be fold for a flave. 
~----The one was common to all,--~-the 


, other only to the unfortunate. That it 


was not compaflion which then . took 
place, for had there been any way open 
to that, his tears and entreaties .muit 
have found it, when they faw the an- 
guifh of his foul, when he. befought. 
and they would not hear.«-------That if 
aught {till could heighten the remorfe — 
of banihing a youth without provoca- 
tion for ever from ‘his country, and the 
protection of his parent, to be expofed 
naked to the buffetings of the world, 
and the rough hand of: fome mercilefs 
mafter, they would find it in this re- 
flection, “ That’ many afflictions and 
hardfhips, which they might naturally 
have expected would overtake the lad, 
confequent upon this aor had adwually 
fallen — him.” 


"That befides the anguith of fufpeced 
virtue, he had felt that of a prifon, where 
_ Es. a 
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he had long lain negleéted ini a. friead~ 
le{s condition; and where the -affiction. 
of it was rendered {till fharper -by the 
daily expectations of beiag remembered 
by Pharoah’s chief butler, and the dif- 
appointment of finding himfelf ungrate- 
faily- forgotteni----++--Aad though Mofes 
tells. us, that he found favour. in: the 
fight of :the keeper of ‘the. prifon, yet 
the Pfalmift acquaints that his fufferings 
were ftill grievous ;---+--Fhae bis feet were 
hurt with fetters,.and the iron entered 
even into his foul. And no doubt,: his - 
brethren thought the-fenfe of their im. 
jury mutt have entered at the fame tte, 
and was then rivetted and fixed in his 
mind for ever. | 


It is natural to imagine they argued 
and refle@ed in this manner, ‘and there 


benefits and kindnefles from: the _man 
they had injured, gradually sis 
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- the idea of their own guilt, tall at Jength 
they could not conceive, how. the trefpafs 
could be forgiven them ;~+----it appeared 
with fuch frefh circumftances of: aggra- 
vation, that though they were convinced 
his refentment flept, yet they thought ) 
‘it only flept, and was likely fome time 
er other to awake, and moft probably 
then, that their father was dead, when 
the confideration of involving him in 
his revenge had ceafed, and all the duty 
and compaflion he owed to the grey. 
hairs and happinefs of a parent was dif- 
charged, and burizd'with him. 
- This they exprefs in the confultation held 
- amongft themfelves:in the words of the 
text; and in the following verfe, we find 
them accordingly fending to him to de- 
precate the evil they dreaded; and either, 
becaufe they thonght their father’s name 
more powerftl than their own, in this 
application------or rather, that they might 
not commit a frefh Injury in feeming 
to fafpect his fincerity, they pretend their 
father’s direction; for we read they fent 
meffengers unto Jofeph faying, Thy fa- 
ther did command before he died fay- . 


ing, 
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ing,----f6 fhall ye fay unto Jofeph, —— -- 
_ “Forgive. I pray thee now the ‘trefpafs 
of thy brethren and their fin, for they 
did unto thee. evil: and now we pray 
thee, forgive the trefpafs of the fervants 
-of the ‘God of thy father.” The addrefs 
was not without art, and was conceived 


‘in fuch words as feemed-to fuggeft an — 


argument in their favour,----asif it would 
not become him, who was but a fellow 
fervantof their father’s God, to harbour 
_ revenge, or ufe the power their father’s 
‘God had given him againft his children. 

Nor was there a reafon in any thing, ‘but 
the fear of a guilty confcience to appre- 
hend it, as appears from the reception 
which the addrefs met, which was fuch 
as befpoke an uncommon goodnefs of 
nature; for when they thus fpake unto 
him,--------the -hiftorian fays,.he wept. 
Sympathy, for theforrow and diftrefs of 
fo many fons of his father, now all in his 
power,-----pain at {o open and ingenuous 
a confeffion of their guilt,---concern and 
pity dor the long punifhment they mutt 
have €ndured_ by fo ftubborn a remorfe, 
which fo many years feemed not to have 
diminifhed. ‘The affeting idea of their 

: con- 
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‘condition, which had feemed to ‘reduce 


them to the neceffity of holding. up their 


hands for mercy, when they had lofttheir 


protector,----fo many tender paffions ftrug- 
gling together at once overcame him ;-~---- 
he burft into tears, which {poke what 


- go language could. attempt. . It will be 


neediefs therefore to enlarge..any fur- 
ther upon this incident, which furnithes 
us with fo beautiful a picture of a com- 
paflionate and forgiving temper, that I 
think, no words can heighten it ;-------- 
but rather let us endeavour to find out 
by what helps and reafoning, the patri- 
arch might be fuppofed to attain. to fo 
exalted and engaging a virtue. Perhaps 
you will fay, ‘ That one fo thoroughly 


_ convinced, as Jofeph feemed to be, of the 


over-ruling providence of God, which 
fo evidently made ufe of the malice and 


-paflions of men, and turns them as in- 


{truments in his hands to work his own 
righteoufnefs and bring about his eternal 
decrees,---and of which, his own hiftory 


was fo plain an inttance, could not have 


far to feek for an argument to forgive- 
nefs, or feel much ftruggle in ftifling 


an inclination againtt it,------But let any 


man 


7 
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mab lay his hand upon his heart. and 
fay, how. often, in inftances where anger 
end revenge had feized him, has this 
do&trine come in to his aid,..o.In the 


bitternefs of an affront, how often has— 


it calmed his paffions, and checked thie fu- 


ry of his refentment ?—True and univet- _ 


_fally believed as the doétrine is amongtt 
ars, it. feldom does this fervice, though 
fo well fuited for it, and like fome wife 
ftatute, never executed or thought of, 
though in full force, lies as unheeded as 
if it was not in being. _ 


"Tis. plain “twas othérwife in the pre- 
fent initance, where Jofeph feems to ac- 
knowledge the influence it had upon 
him, in his declaration,—“ That it was 
- ftot they; but God who fent him.” Ad 
does not this virtue thine the brightett 
iv fuch’a pious’ application of the perfua~ 
fion to fo benevolent a purpofe ? 


Withowt derogating fromthe merit . 


of his forbearance, he might be fuppofed 
to have caft an eye upon the change 
and uncertainty of human affairs which 
he had feen hitnfelf,, and which had 

convinced: 
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convinced him.we.were all in agother’s 
power by. turns,’ and ftand in ‘need of 
one anothey’s pity, and compatfion :- : 
aad that to reftrain the cruelties, and 
ftop the infolences of mens fefentmeats, 
God has fo ordered it. in the courfe of 
his. providence, that very.. often ia this 
world-—our revenges return upon our own 
i and mrnas violent dealings on theirs. 


| That befi Res thefe ‘confiderations,—— 
that j in generoufly forgiving an enemys 
be was the trueft. friend to. his own cha- 
-ra@er,. and fhould gain more to jit by 
fuch an inftance of fubduing his {pirit; 
than if he had taken a city: —The 
brave know only how. to forgive; 
it is the mott refined and ggnerous pitch 
of virtue, human nature €an arrive at,— 
; Cowards have done good and kind a@i- 
ons,—cowards have even. fought—nay 
fometimes even. conquered ;——but a 
coward nevet forgave.— It is not in his 
nature;———the power of doing it flows 
only from, a itrength and greatnefs of 
foul, con{cious of its own force and fecu- 
rity, and above the little temptations of 
| _ refenting 


-” 


a Steel's Chriftian hero, 
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réfenting every fruitlefs' attempt to’ in- 
terrupt its happinefs. : Moreover, fetting 
afide all confiderations. of his character, 
in pafling by an injury, he was the truett 
friend likewife to his own happinefs and 
peace of mind; he neither felt that fret- 
ful’ ftorm of paffions, which hurry .men 
on to a&s of revenge, or -fuffered thofe 
pangs of horror which parfue it—Thus 
he might poffibly argue, and no further ;— 
for want of a better foundation and 
better helps, he could raife the building 
no higher ;—to carry it upwards to its 
perfection | we muft call into our aid 


that more fpiritual and refined doétrine — 


introduced upon it by Chrift; namely, to 
forgive a brother, not only to feven 
times, but to feventy times that As, 
without limitation. | 


~In sinter the exesltaney of the — 
is faid by fome one, to appear with a 
remarkable advantage; “ That a chrif- 
tian is as much difpofed to love and 
ferve you, when your enemy, 4s the, 
mere moral man can be, when he ‘is’ 
your friend. i“ This no: doubt is the 

tendency 
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tendency of his religion—but how often, 
or in what degrees it fucceeds,-how 


nearly the practice keeps pace with the 


theory, the all-wife fearcher into the 
hearts of men, alone is able to determine. 
But it isto be feared, that fuch great effects 


‘are’ not fo fenfibly felt, as a: fpeculative 


man would expe& from fuch powerful 
motives; and there is many @ chriftian — 
fociety, which would be glad to com- 
pound amongft themfelves for fome leffer 
degrees of perfection on one hand, were 
they fure. to be exempted on the other, 
from the bad effects of thofe fretful paf- 


fions which are ever taking, as well as 


ever giving the occafions of ftrife; the 


beginnings of which, Solomon aptly com: . — 


pares to the letting out of waters, the ~ 
opening a breach which no one can be 
fure to ftop, till it has proceéded to the 


mot fatal events, ~ 


; With juttice therefore might the ‘fon | 
of Syrach conclude, concerning pride, 


that fecret f{tream,. which adminifters to 
the overflowings of refentments, that it — 


‘was not made for man, nor furious anger 
for him that is. born .of. a woman. - That 


the. 


ERG SERMON KXIL. 


- the ong did: not become his {ftation, -and 
that the other was deftructive to all the 
happiness. he .was: intended to receive 
from it, How miferably then mutt thofe 
men turn tyrants again{t themfelves, as 
well as others, who grow fplenetic and 
revengeful, not only upon.the little un- 
‘avoidable oppofitions and offences they 
_iauft meet with, in the commerce of the 


.world.;. but upon thofe which only reach- 


them by report, and accordingly tor- 


. meat ‘their little fouls with meditating — 


how to return the injury, before they 
‘are certain they. have . received one? 
Whether this eager fenfibility of wrongs 
ahd refentment, arifes from that general 
caufe, to which the fon of Syrach feems 
to reduce.all to- fierce anger and paffion; 
or whether to.a cértain forenefs of tem- 


per, which ftands in every body’s way, ~ 


and therefore fubje@ to be often hurt, 
_ from which ever caufe the diforder 

 fprings, the advice of the author of the 
book of Ecclefiafticus is proper; “ Ad- 
monifh a friend, fays he, it may be he 


hath mot done it; and .if be have, thac — 


‘he do-it mat again. Admonith thy friend, 
it re be he-hath:not {aid it; and if he 
have 


~ 
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have, that he {peak it noc again. There is 
that flippeth in his fpeech; but fot-from 
his heart; ‘and who is he,. who hath net 
offended with his tongue? eae a Me 


I cannot help taking notice here of a 
certain fpecies- of forgivenefs, which is 
feldom enforced or thought of, and yet 
is no way below our regard. I mean 
the forgivenefs of thofe, if we may be 
allowed the expreffion, whom we have 
injured ourfelves. One would think 
that the difficulty of forgiving could 
only refton the fide of him, who has 
received the wrong; but the truth of 


the fad is often otherwife. The con- 
' , {cioufnefs of having. provoked another’s 


refentment, often excites the aggreffor to 
keep before-hand with the man he has 
hurt, and not only to hate him for the 
evil he expects in return, but even to 
purfue him down, and put it out of 


his power to make reprifals. 


The bafenefs of this is fuch, that 
it is fufficient to make the fame ob- 
fervation, which was made upon the 

crime 
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crime; of parricide amongft the Greci- 
-ang:—it was fo black,—their legiflators 
did not. fuppofe it could be committed, 


and therefore made no law to punifh | 


it. - | 


ate, 
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x 2 DesinEs. , 


2 ‘Kinesi 1y. 13. 


And he faid unto him, Say now unto her, 
| Behold, : thou baft been careful for us with 
all this care;:—what is to be done for 
~~ thee 2~—wouldeft thou be fpoken for to the 
| king, or the captain of the hoft ?—And 
| fhe anfwered, I duel ai mine own 


| people 


HE fir part of sii text ‘ the ) 
- -words, which the prophet Elifha 
‘puts into the mouth of his fervant Ge- 
hazi, as a meflage of thanks to the wo- 
man of Shunem for her great kindnefs and 
hofpitality, of which, after the acknow- 
— of his _ canes which Ge- 
a“ hazi . 
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hazi - is, bid to deliver; ia the words ;— 
«© Behold, thoi haft’ been carefut for us 
with all this care;”—he directs him to 
enquire, in what manner. he may beft 
_ make a return in difcharge of the obli- 
gation,— What: thal bé done for thee ? 
Wouldeft thou be {poken for to the king, 
or the captain of the hoft?” The laft 


part of the text isthe Shunamite’s anfwer, 


which implies a refufal of the honour or 


advantage: which the prophet intended to — 


bring upon her, by fuch an application, 
_ which he indirectly. expreffes: in ‘hor 
contentment: and: fatisixGtion, with. what 
. fhe enjoyed tm her prefert.fation ; “I 
dwell -among mine own people.” Ehis 


inftance of felf-denial in the Shunamite, — 


is: but’ properly. the. iatroduction to her 
ftory, and gives rife to that long and 
very pathetic tranfaction, which follows 


in the fapernatural-grantofia child, which - 


God had:many years denied her.»——The 
affeciing lofs of him: as: foan as he. wag 
grown up-—and his. reftoration to. life by 
_ Elitha afcer he had.been fome time dead; 

the. whole: of. which, though . extremely 
interefting, and from fuch. incidents as 
, WwSuld afford fufficient matter for in- 


ftruction, - 


. . 
aa ite — ee. ee 


SERMON XUI. LL 


‘{tey@ion, yet as it will not fall within. 


the intention of this difcourfe, 4 thall 


-beg leave at this time barely to confder: 


thefe. previous -circumftances of it, to 
which the text confines me, spon which’ - 


oc¢ur, aad then pfoc 
use and exhortation, 
falt from. it. 


to. that -prafical 
ich will _—, 


I thall enlarge wath 5: -reflefions as. 


We find! that after Blithe had cefened 


the diftreffed widow and her two fons 
- from the. hands, of: thé creditor, :by. the: 
* miraculous, multiplication of. Hex: ot! j-- 


that he paffed on to. Shunem, wheie, we 
read, was 2. great women, and fhe: com- 
firained him. to eat:bread; and fo it was, 
that.as-often: ashe paffed by, he turned in 
thither: to. eat bread.:. The facred hiftori< 
an: fpeaks barely. of. her: temporal condi — 
tion and ftation-in. life," That fhe was 
@ great woman,” ‘bur defcribes not. the — 
more material part of her, her-virtuesand 
chara@er,.becaufe they were more eviv 
deatly.to be ‘difcovered from: the tranf 
aGion itfelf, from: which: it:appears, that 


the was not only wealthy, ‘buti likewi 
charitable, and-of.a- very:confidergte:tuna 
| , en) 
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of mind.- For after many. repeated in- 
vitations and entertainments at her houfe, 
finding his occafions called him to a 


frequent paflage that way ;—fhe moves 
her hufband to fet up and furnifh a lodg- 


ing for him, with all the conveniercies- 
which ‘the fimplicity of thofe times re-’ 


‘quired. ‘‘ And fhe faid unto: her huf- 
band, Behold now I perceive that’ this 
is an holy man of God, which paffeth 


by us continually; let us make him a_ 


little chamber I pray thee on the wall, 


_ and let us fet for him there a bed, and a 
table, and a ftool, and a candleftick; and 
it fhall be when he cometh to us, that he. 
fhall turn in thither,”-----She perceived he 


was-a holy man,-----fhe had had many op- 
portunities, as he paffed by them con- 


tinually, of obferving his behaviour and .- 
deportment, which fhe had carefully re- 
marked, and faw plainly what he was, 


That the fanctity and fimplicity of his 
manners,-~--the feverity of his life,-----his 
zeal for the religion of -his God, and the 
uncommon fervency of his devotion, 
when he 'worfhipped before him, which 
feemed his ‘whole bufinefs and employ- 


-macot upon earth ;--«-all befpoke him not 


’ a man 


a — e+: - , 


‘we f 
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~ aman of this world, but one whofe heart 


and affections were fixed upon another ob- 
ject, which was dearer and more impor- 
tant to him. But asfuch outward appear- 
ances may, and often have been counter- 
feited, fo that the ations of a man are 
certainly the only-interpreters to be relied 
on, whether fuch colonrs. are true or 
falfe ;-----fo fhe had heard that all was 
of a piece there, and that he was through- 
out confiftent: that he had never in any 
one-inftance of his life, a@ed as if he 


- had any views in the affairs of this world, 
‘in which he had never interefted him- 


felf at all, but where the glory of his 


_God, or the good and prefervation of 


his fellow creatures at firft inclined 
him :-~---that in a late inftance before he . 
came to Shunem, he had done one of the 


kindeitt and moft charitable actions that 


a good man could have done in afflifting 


the widow and fatherlefs ;-----and as: the 
fact was fingular, and -had juft happened 


before her knowledge of him, no doubt 
fhe had heard the ftory, with all the ten- 
der circumftances which a true. report 


would give it in his favour; namely, that 
4 Certaia woman whofe hutband was 


ak 


lately 


—_ 
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lately dead, and had lefe her with her 
children in a very helplefs condition----- 


. very deftitute-----and what was ftill worfe, 


charged with a debt fhe was not ‘able to 


pay,----that her creditor bore exceeding © 
hard upon her, .and finding her little © 


worth in fubftance, was coming to take 


the advantage which the law allowed . 


of. feizing her two fons for his ‘bondf- 
men ;-----fo that ‘fhe had not only loft her 
hufband, which had made her miferable 
enough already, but was going to be 


bereaved of her children, which were the — 


only-comfort and fupport of her life; that 
upon her .coming to Elifha with ‘this 
fad ftory, he was. touched with: compaf- 
fion for her misfortunes, and had ufed 


all the power and interett which he had 


with his God to relieve and befriend 


her, which in an unheard of manner, by 


the miraculous increafe of her oil, which 
was the only fubftance fhe had left, he 


had fo bountifully:. effected, as not only 
to difintangle her’ from her’ difficulties 


in paying the debt, but: withal, what 
was ftill more generous, to enable her 


to live comfortably the remainder of her 
days. ‘She conf dered: that:’charity - and 


compaffion 
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compafiion was fo leading a virtue, and 
had fuch an influence upon every other 
part of a man’s character, asto be a fuf- 
ficient proof by itfelf of. the inward dif- 
pofition and goodnefs of the heart, but — 
that fo engaging an. inftance of it as this, 
exercifed in fo kind and feafonable a 
manner, was a demonftration of hié,—+ 
and that he was’in truth what. outs 
ward circumftances befpoke, 4 holy mati 
of God.------s-As the Shunamite’s prin- 
ciple and. motive for her hofpitality to 
Elifha -was juft, -as it fprung from an 
idea of the worth and mierit of her gueft: 


fo likewife-was the manner ‘of doing it 


kind and confiderate. It‘‘is obfervable 
fhe does not follicit her hufband to affign 
him an apartment in her own houfe, 
but to build him ‘a chamber in the wall 
apart;-~—fhe confidered,—that true piety 
wanted : no.. witnefles, and -was always 
moft at.ecafe when moft private ;—that 
the tumult and: diftraction -of a- large 
family were not fit for the filent medi- 
tations of fo holy a man, who would per- 
petually there meet with fomething either 


to interrupt his. devotion, -or. offend tle 


Purity of his manners;~------that- more-. 
Ze F 2 (Over 
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over, under fuch an’ independent roof, 
where he could take fhelter as often as 
his occafions required, fhe thought. he 
might tafte the pleafure which was na- 


- tural-to man, in poffefling fomething like 
what he could call his own,—_—and ‘what 

. is no fmall part of conferring a favour © 
~ he would fcarce feel the weight of it, 


or at leaft much feldomer in this manner, 
than where a daily invitation: and repe: 
tition of the Kindnefs perpetually put 
him in mind of his obligation. If any 
thing could ftill add to this—it was— 


that it did not appear to be the dry offer _ 


of a faint civility, but that it came 
directly from the heart. There is a 
nicety in honeft minds, which wifl not 
accept a cold. and fufpected offer,—and 
even when it appears to be fincere and 
truly mieant, there is a modefty in : true 
merit which knows not how .to ‘accept 


it;-and no doubt fhe had one, if not. 


both thefe difficulties to conquer in their 
turms.—For we read, that the conftrain- 


‘ed him, and in all likelyhood forced 


his: acceptance of it with all the warmth 
and friendly opennefs of a humane and 
Kfpitable temp ef, 


4 


kk 
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It is with benefits as with injuries. in 
this refpect, that we do not. fo much 
weigh the accidental good or evil they 


- do tis, as that which they were defigned to 


do us.—That is, we confider no part of 
them fo much as their intention, and 
the prophet’s behaviour confequent upon 
this, fhews: he beheld it throngh this me 
dium, or im fome fuch advantageous 
light as I have placed it. | 


‘There is no burthen fo heavy ‘to.a 


| grateful mind, as a debt of kindnefs un- 


paid;—and we may believe: Elifha felt 
it fo, from the earneftdefire which he had 


“upon. the immediate receipt of. this, to 


difcharge himfelf of it, which he expref- _ 
fes in the text in the warmeit manner ;— 
‘+ Behold, thou haft been careful for us 
with all this care ?-----What (hall be done 
for thee? Wouldeft thou be fpoken for 
to the king, or the captain of his hoft ?”--- 
There is a degree of honeft impatience 
in the wors, fuch as was. natural to a 


good man, who would not be behind- 
hand -with his benefaGtoor._——But there 


‘is one thing which may feem. ftrange 


P30 at 
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at firft fight, that as her ftation and con- 
dition in life-was fuch, that fhe appeared 
rather to have abounded already than 
ftood in want of any thing in this world 
which fuch an application could fupply, 
----why the prophet fhould not rather 
have propofed fome fpiritual advantage, 
which, as it would better have become 
the fandtity of his character on the one 
hand, fo, on the other, it would have 
done a more real and patios fervice to 
his friend. 


But ‘we are to refledt, that in 1 returning 
favours, we a(t differently from. what 
we do -in conferring them:----in the one 
cafe we fimply confider what is beft,----- 
in the other, -what is moft acceptable. 
‘The. reafon is, that we have a right to 
ad according to our own ideas of what 
will do the party moft good in the cafe 
where we beftow a favour; but where 
we réturn one, we lofe this right, and act 
according to his conceptions who has 
‘ obliged us, and endeavour to repay in. 
fach a manner as we:think is moft likely 
to be accepted in oe of the abli- 
7 gation. 


~~ 
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—So that, though we are not 
to-imagine Elifha could be wanting’ in 


_ Teligious -duties, as well as withes to fo 


hofpitable a friend, we may yet fuppofe, 
he was directed here by this principle 
of equity,~--and that, in reflecting in 
what manner he fhould requite his bene- 
faGrefs, he had confidered, that to one 
of her affluent condition who had all the 
reafonable comforts of an independent 


life, ——if there was any paffion yet 


unfatisfied, - it mutt certainly be ambi- 


‘tion: that though in general it was ao 


irregular appetite, which in mott cafes 
‘rwas dangerous to gratify, yet in effec, 


twas only fo far criminal, as the power . 


which it acquired was perverted to bad 
and vicious purpofes, which it was not 
likely to be here, ‘from the fpecimen the 
had already given of her difpofition, 
which fhewed, that if the did wifh for. 
an increafe of wealth or honour, fhe | 
wifhed it only, as it would enable her 
more generoufly to extend her arm in 
kind offices, and increafe the power as 


well asthe opportunities of doing good. 


Fo4 Ilo 
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In juftice to Elifha’s motive, which 
muft have been good, we mut {uppofe, 
he confidered his offer in this light; and 
what principally led him to propofe it, 
was the great interett which he had with 
the king of Ifrael at that time, which he: 
had merited by a fignal fervice; and as’ 
_ he had no views for himfelf, he thought 
it could not be employed fo well as in 
 eftablifhing the fortune of one’ whofe 
virtue might be fo fafely trufted with it, 
It was a juftifiable prepoffeffion in her 
_ favour,——though one, not always to 
be relied on; for there is many a one 
who tn a moderate ftation, and with a 
lefler degree of power, who has behaved — 
with honour and unblemithed reputation, 
and who has even borne the buffetings 
of adverfe fortune well, and manifetted 
great prefence and {ftrength of mind un- 
der it, whom neverthelefs a high exalta- 
tion has at once overcome, and fo en-— 
tirely changed, as if the party had lefe © 
not only his virtue, but even himfelf 
behind him | | 


Whether 


« 
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Whether the Shunamite dreaded to - 
make this dangerous experiment of her- 
felf,----or, which is more ‘likely, that the 
had learned to fet bounds to her deftres, 
and was too well fatished with her pre 
fent condition to be tempted out of it, 
fhe declines the offer in the clofe of the 


text:—“‘I dwell among my own’ péo- 


ple? as if the had faid, “ The intended 


-kindnefs is far from being. fmall, but it is 


not ufefnl to me; I live here, as thou art 
a witnefs, in peace, in a contented ob- 
fcurity ;—not fo high as to provoke en- 
vy, nor fo low as to be trodden down and 
defpifed. In this fafe and middle ftate, 
as I have lived amongft my own people, 
fo let me die out of the reach, both of 
the cares and glories of the world.— Fis 
fir, O holy man of God? that I learn 
fome time or other to fet bounds to 
my defires, and if I cannot fix them now, 


- when I have already more than my 
~ wants require, when’ fhall I hope to: 
_ do it?—Or how fhould I expect, thar . 
~ even this increafe of honour-or fortune. 


would fully fatisfy and content my am-: 
bition, fhould.I now give way to-1t?” -. 


-_ 
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So engaging an inftance of. unaffected 
imodefation and felf-denial, deferves well 
to’ be confidered by the buftlers in this 
world ;—becaufe if we are to truft the 
face and courfe of things, we fcarce 
fee any virtue fo hard to be put. in 
pra@tice, and which the generality of 
mankind feem founwilling to learn, as this 
of knowing when they have enough, and 
when it is time to give over their world- 
ly purfuits. 
- more eafy, you will anfwer, than to fix 
this point; and fet certain bounds to 
it.—‘* For my own part, you will fay, I 
declare, I want and would wifh no more, 
., but a fufficient competency of thofe 

-ghings, which are requifite to the real 
ufes and occafions of life, fuitable to the’ 
way I have been taughtto expe from ufe 
and education.”—But recollect how {fel- 
dom it ever happens, when thefe points 
are fecured,: but that new occafions and 
new neceflities prefent themfelves, and 
every day as you grow richer, frefh 
wants are difcovered, which rife up be- 


fore you, as you afcend the hill; fo thar . 


.every ftep you take,—every accellion to 


your 


Aye! but nothing is | 


iia 
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your fortune, fets your defires one degree 
further from. reft and fatisfaction— 
that fomething you have not yet grafped, 
and poflibly never fhall;—that devil of 
a phantom unpoffefled and unpoffeffable, 


is perpetually haunting you, and ftepping 


in betwixt you and your contentment. 

——Unhappy creature! to think of en- 
joying that blefling without moderation 
—or imagine that fo facred.a temple can 
be raifed upon the foundation of wealth 
or power !—If the ground-work is not 


laid within your own mind, they will as 
- foon adda cubit to your ftature, as. _ 


to your happinefs——To be convinced 
it is{o,—pray look up to thofe who have: 


got as high as their warmeft wifhes could: — 


carry them in this afcent,—do you ob- 
ferve they live the better, the longer, the 
merrier,-----or that they fleep the founder 
in their beds, for having twice as much: 


. as they wanted, or well know how to dif-. 


pofe. of ?-----Of all rules for calculating 
happinefs, this is the moft deceitful, and 


’ which’few but weak minds, and’ thofe 


unptattifed in the world too, ever think 


of ap plying as the meafure in fuch aa 


' 


eftimation,. 


~ 
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e{timation._——-Great, and ‘inexpreflible 


may be the happinefs, which a moderate _ 
fortune and moderate defires with a 


conf{cioufnefs of virtue will fecure. 
Many are the fileat pleafures of the ho- 
neft peafant, who rifes chearful to his 
labour ;----why fhould they not? Look 
into his houfe, the feat of each man’s 
happinefs;----has he not the fame domef- 
tick endearments,----the fame joy and com- 
fort in his children, and’ as flattering 
hopes. of their doing well, to enliven his 
hours ‘and glad his heart, as you could 
conceive in the higheft ftation*---And I 
make no doubt in general, but if the 
true ftate of his joy and fufferings, could 
be fairly ballanced with thofe of his betters, 


whether any thing would appear at the 


foot of the accompt, but what would 
recommend the moral of this difcourfe. 
———-This, I own, is not to be at- 
tained to, by the cynical ftale trick 
of haranguing againft the goods of for- 
tune,-----they were never intended to be 
talked out of the world.-----But as virtue 
and true. wifdom, lie in the middle of 
extremes,-----on one hand, not to ne- 
| | , glee 


gle& and defpife riches, fo as to forget 
ourfelves,----and on the other, not to pur- 
‘fue and love them fo, as to forget God ;--- 
to have them fometimes in our heads, 
----but always fomething more impor- 
tant in our hearts, 


i 
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Self- Examination. 


IsALAH TI. 3. 


T he ox knoweth bis owner, and the afs his 


mafter’s crib :—but Ifrael doth not know, 
—=imy people doth not confider. , 


3 1S a fevere but an affectionate re- 
proach of the prophet’s, laid againtt 


thé Ifraelites,—which may fafely-be ap- 


plied to every heedlefs, and unthankful 


_ people, who are. neither won by God’s 


mercies, OF terrified by his punifhments. 
—There is a giddy, thoughlefs, intem- 
perate fpirit gone forth. into the world, 
which poffeffes the generality of .man- 
kind,~—-«and the reafoni the. world is 
undone, is, becaufe: the world does:not 
confider,—confiders neither awful res 
gard to God,——or the true relation 


‘themfelves bear to him. —Could they 


confider this, and. learn to :weigh the 
caufes,’ and compare: the confequences . of 
things, and to exercife the reafon, which 


God has r pus into us for the government 
: and 
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and dire€tion of our lives—there would 


be fome hopes of a reformation: —but, as 


the world goes, there is no leifure for 
fuch enquiries, and fo full are our minds 
of other matters, that we have not time 


to afk, or a heart to anfwer the queftions 


we ought td put to ourfelves. 


Whatever our condition is, ’tis good 
to be acquainted with it in time, to 
be able to fupply what is wanting,—and 
examine the {tate of our accompts, before 
we tome to give them up to an impar- 
tial judge. 


The motft inconfiderate fee the rea- 


fonablenefs of this,—there being few. 


I believe, either fo thoughtlefs, or even 
fo bad, but that they fometimes enter 
upon this duty, and have fome fhort in- 
tervals of. felf-examination, which they 
are forced upon, if from no other mo- 
tive, yet at leaft to free themfelves from 
the load and oppreffion of {pitits, they 
muft neceflarily be fubjec&t to without 
it.——-But as the fcripture frequently 
mtimates,——and obfervation confirms 
it daily,—that there are many miftakes 

: at- 
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attending the difcharge of this duty,— 
I cannot make the remainder of this 
difcourfe more ufeful, than by a fhort 
enquiry into them. I fhall therefore, 
firit, beg leave to remind you of fome of 
the many unhappy ways, by which we 
often fet about this irkfome tafk of pro- 
ving our works, without being either 
the better, or the wifer for the employ: 
ment, 


And firft ns let us begin with that, 
which is the foundation of almoft all the 
other falfe meafures we take in this mat- 
ter,----that is, the fetting about the ex- 
amination of our works, before we are 
prepared with honeft difpofitions to 
amend them.-------This is beginning the — 
work at the wrong end. Thefe pre- 
vious difpofitions in the heart, are the 
wheels that fhould make this work go 
eafily and fuccefsfully forwards,---and to 
take them off, and proceed without them, 
*tis no miracle, if like Phdraoh’s cha- 
riots, they that drive them w=-drive them 
heavily along. _ 


 Befides, 
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Befides, if a man is not fincerely jn- 
clined to reform his faults,---’tis not like-  - 
ly he fhould be inclined to fee them,------ | 
nor will all the weekly preparations that 
ever were wrote, bring him nearer the 
point ;~--fo that with how ferious a face 
foever he begins to examine,----he no 
longer does the office of an enquirer,---- - 
but an apologift, whofe bufinefs is not 
to fearch for truth,----but fkilfully to — 
hide it.-------- So long---therefore, as this 
pte-engagement lafts betwixt the man 
and his old habits,-—-there i ig little pro- 
{peat of proving his works to any good | 
purpofe,-----of, whatever kind -they are, 
with fo. {trong an intereft and power 
on their fide.----As in other trials, fo in 
this, *tis no wonder, if the evidence 1s 
puzzled and confounded, and the feveral 
facts. and circumftances fo twifted from 
their natural fhapes, and the whole proof 
fo altered and. confirmed on the other 

fide,----as to leave the laft ftate of that 
man even worfe than the firft. — 


A fecond unhappy, though general 
: miftake 1 in thisgreat duty of proving our 
works, 
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works,-----is that which the apoftle hints 


at; in the doing it, not by a direct exa- 
mination of our own actions, but froma 


comparative view of them, with the lives 
and actions of other men. - 


When a. man is going to enter upon 
this work of felf-examination,------there 
is nothing focommon, as to fee him-----=-. 
look round him-------<initead of looking 
within him.----He looks round,.----finds. 
Out fome one, who is more malicious,--- 
fees another that is more covetous, @ 


thitd that is more proud and impe- ~ 
‘ious than himfelf,------and fo indire@ly 


forms a judgment.of himfelf, not from 
a review of his life, anda proving of his 
own works as the apoftle direéts him,, 
but rather from’ provifig the works of 
Others, and from. their infirmities . and 
defects drawing a deceitful conclufion 


1n favour of himfelf.~------In all competi- 


tions of this kind----one may venture to 
fay, there will be ever fo much of felf- 
love in a man, as to draw a flattering 
likenefs of one.of the parties----.-and ’tis 
well--—if he has not fo much malignity 
too, asto give but a coarfe picture of 

the 
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the other,---finifhed with fo many hard 


ftrokes, as to make the one as _ unlike its 
original as the other. 


Thus the pharifee when he entered 
the temple,-----no fooner faw the pub- 
lican, but that moment, he formed the 
idea to himfelf of all the vices and cor- 
ruptions that could poffibly enter imto 
the man’s character,------and with great 
dexterity ftated all his own virtues and 
good qualities over againft them. His 
abitinence and frequent fafting,-----exact- 
nefs in the debts and ceremonies of the 
Taw; not ballancing the accompt as he | 
ought to have done, in this manner: ----- 
What! though this man is a publican 
and a finner, have not I my vices as 
well as he?‘ ’Tis true, his particular 
office expofes him to many  tempta- 
tions of committing extortion and injuf- 
tice :----But then---am not I a devourer of 
widows houfes, arid guilty of one of the 
moftt cruel inftances of the fame crime? 
_ He poflibly is a prophane perfon, and 
may fet religion at nought;----but do not 
I myfelf for a pretence make long: pray- 
ers, and bring the greateft of all {candals — 
upon 
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upon religion, by making it the cloak 


- to my ambition and worldly. views ?----- 


If he, laftly, is debauched or intempe- 


rate—am not I confcious of as corrupt . 


and wanton difpofitions; and that a fair 
and guarded outfide is my beft pretence 


_to the oppofite character ? 


If a man will eam - works by a 
comparative view of them with others ;---- 
this, no doubt, would be the fairer way, 
and leaft likely to miflead him.-------But 
as this is feldom the method this trial is 
gone through,—in fact it generally turns 
Out to be as treacherous and delufive 
to the man himfelf,——as it is uncandid 
to the man, who is dragged into the 


~ comparifon; and whoever judges of him- 
{elf by this rule,—fo long as there is no — 


{carcity of vicious characters in the world, 


—tis to be feared, he will often take the 
-occafions of triumph and rejoicing,------ 


where in truth, he ought rather to be 
forry and afhamed, 


A third error in the manner of proving 


our. works, is what we are guilty of, 
when we leave out of the calculation the 


only | 


42 SERMON XIV. 


only material parts of them ;—I mean, the 
motives and firft principles from whence 
they proceeded, There are many fair 
inftances of generofity, chaftity, and felf- 
denial, which the world may give a man ~ 
the credit of,—which if he would give 
himfelf the leifure to refle€&t upon and 
trace back to their firit {prings,-------he 
- would be confcious, proceeded from fuch 
views and intentions, as if known, would 
not be to his honour.—---The truth of 
this may be made evident by ‘a thoufand 
inftances in life ;---------and yet there is 
nothing more ufual than for a man when 
he is going upon this duty of felf-exami- 
nation,---inftead of calling his own ways 
tO remembrance,----to clofe the whole en-. 
, quiry at once, with this fhort challenge;-- — 
“« That he defies the world to fay illof him.” 
If the world has no. exprefs. evidence, — 
this indeed may be an argument of his- 
good luck;----but no fatisfactory one, of 
the real goodn efsand innocence of hisltfe. 
--~---A.man may be a very bad man,---and - 
yet through caution,----through deep-laid - 
policy and defign ‘may fo guard all out- 
ward appearances, as never to want this 
_ negative teftimony on his fide ;----——2hat 
m . | the 


= 
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the world knows no evil of bim, o---* how. 
little foever he deferves it----Of all aflays 
‘upon-a man’s felf, this may be faid to 
be the flighteft; this method of proving 
‘the goodnefs of our works-«------differ- 
ing but little in kind from that un- 
happy one, which many unwary people 
take in proving the goodnefs of their 
COin,------who, if it happens to be fufpi- 
ciaus,-----inftead of bringing it either to 
the bailance or the touch-ftone to try its 
worth,----they ignorantly go forth; try, 
if they can pafs it upon the world r=--if 
{o, all is well, and they are faved all the 


expence and pains of enquiring after and 
detecting the. cheat, 


A fourth erfor in ‘this duty of exami- 
nation of-mens works,----is that of com- 
mitting the: tafk to’ others :---—-an error 
_ into which thowfands of well-meaning 

creatures are enfmared if the Romith 
church by her:doétrines of auricular con- 
feffion, of works of fapererogation, and the 
many. lucrative practices: raifed upon that 
capital -ftock.-----The trade: of ‘which, is 
carried to fuch a height in. Popith coun- 
~ that: if: you: wag at Rome or = 

| ples 
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ples now, and was difpofed in compli- 
ance with the apoftle’s exhortation in 
the text,----to fet about this duty , to prove 
your-own works,----’tis great odds whe- 
ther yqu would be fuffered to do it your- 
felf, without interruption ; and you might 
be faid to have efcaped well, if the firft 
- perfon you confulted upon it did not 
talk youout of your refolution, and pof- 
fibly your fenfes too at the fame time.~-- 
Prove your works?-----for heaven’s fake, 
defift from fo rafh an undértaking ;----~ 
what!-----truft your own fkill and judg- 
ment in a matter of fo much difficulty 
and importance----when there are fo ma-: 
ny whofe bufinefs it is,----who underftand 
it fo well, and whocan do it for you with 
fo much fafety and advantage ! 


If your works muft be proved, you 
would be advifed by all means to fend 
them to undergo this operation with 
fome one who knows what he is about, 
either fome expert and noted confeffor 
of. the church,----or to fome convent or 
feligious fociety, who are in -poffeffion. 
of a large ftock of. good. works of all 
_ kinds, wrought- up by faints and confef- 


¥ 


pee sal 


— pene 
— ‘ 


SERMON UXIV. 148 


fors, where you may fuit yourfelf---and ei- 
ther get the defects of your own fupplied, 
---or be accommodated with new ones rea- 
dy proved to your hands, fealed, and cér- 
tified to be fo, by the Pope’s commiffary 
and the notaries of his ecclefiaftic court. 
There needs little more to lay open this 
fatal error,---than barely to reprefent it. 

So I-fhall only add a fhort remark;--that 
they who are perfuaded to be thus virtu- 
ous by proxy, and will prove the goodnefs 
_of their works only by deputies, ---willhave 
no reafon to complain againft God’s juf- 
tice,---if he fuffers them-to go to heaven, 

only in ‘the fame manner p—that isy——-by 
deputies too... 

- The taft miftake jah I all have 


time to mention, 1s that which the me- - 


thodifts have revived, for ‘’tis no new 
érror—but one which has’ mifled thou- 
farids before thefe days wherever éenthufi- 
afm ‘has. got footing,—---and that is eee 
the attempting to prove their works, “by 
that very argument which is the greateft 
ptoof of their weaknefs and fuperttition ; 
—I mean that extraordinary. impulfe and | 
intefcourfe with the ‘Spirit of “God which 
they pretend. to; and‘whofe operations (if 
you’ truft them)are fo fenfibly felt in“their 

- Vox. II, G hearts 
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hearts and fouls, as to render at once all 
- other proofs of their works needles to. 
themfelves.—This, I own, is one of the. 
moft fummary ways of proceediag ia 
this duty of felf-cxamination, and as at: 
proves a.man’s works in the grofs, it faves. 
him a world of fober thought and enquiry 
after many vexatious particulars 
Indeed, if the premifes were true,--sthe: 
inference is direct. For when aman dreams 
of thefe inward workings---and wakes with 
the impreffion of them ttrong upon his 
- brain »—~+’ts net ftrange, he fhould think 
_himfelf a chofen veffel,—fanétified withia | 
and fealed up unto the perfect day of re- 
demption ; and fo long as fuch a one 4s led 
captive to this error,--there1s nothing in na- 
ture to induce him to this duty of examin- 
ing his own worksin the fenfe of the apof 
tle :—-for however bad they i 


The are fome of the —— miftakes j in 
the many methods this work is fet about, 

which in a great meafure. rob ug of the 
- fruits we expeGed-+and. fametimes. {q.en- 
tirely blaft them, ‘that. we are agither, the 
betseror bar wits focal peingiea bere feben 


- to thee for his conduétors. 
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There are many other falfe fteps, which 
‘léad us the fame way,c--e=---but the deli- 
neation of thefe however may ferveat pre- 
fent, not only as fo many fand-marks to 
guard us from this dangerous coaft which 
have defcribed, but to direét us likewife 


* .into that fafe one, where we can only ex- 


_ pect the reward the gofpel promifes. For, 
if according to the fir(t recited caufes, a 
man fails in examining his works from a_ 
difnclination to reform them,----from par-_ 
tiality..of comparifons,—--from flattery to 
his own motives, and a vain dependence 
upon the opinion of the world,---the con- 
_¢lufion is “unavoidable,- — that he mutt 
fearch for thé qualities the moft oppofite 
And if 
he hopes to difcharge this work fo as 
to have advantage from it,—--—that he 
— tuft fet out’ upon the principles of an 
honett head, willing to reform itfelf, and 
attached principally to that obje@t, with- 
out regard to the fpiritual condition of 
others, or the, mifgnided Ppinipns which 
the warld ‘may have of himfelf. | 

_ That for this end———he anutt call his 
own ‘ways to meraembrance, aad {earch 


out his fpirit,;-—fearch his actions with 


the Gnte’ cfitical exaCtnefs and fame pier- 
Ga cing 
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cing curiofity, we are wont to fit in 
judgment upon others; ;~—varnithing no-. 
thing-----and difguifi ing nothing. ° If he 
proceeds thus, dnd in every relation of 
life takes a full view of himfelf with- 
_ OUt preyudice--------traces his actions to 


their principles without mercy, and looks «. 
into the dark corners and receffes of hig 
heart without fear-----and upon fuch an 


enquiry--------- he acts confiftent with his 
View in it, -byreforming his errors, fepa- 
rating the drofs and purifying the whole 
mafs with repentance ; this wilt bid 
fair for examining a man’s.works. in the 
apoftle’s fenfe:---and whoever difcharges 
the duty thus----with a view to {cripture, 
whichis the rule in this cafe---and to rea- 
fon, which is the applier. of this rule in. 
all cafes---need not fear but he will have 
what the apoftle calls rejoicing in, hiinfel . 
and that he will lay the foundation of his 
peace and comfort where it ought to lay---- 
that is, within, himfelf--in the te(timony 
of 4 good confcience, and the joyful ex- 
pectation that having done his utmoft to 
examine his own works here, that God 
will accept them hereafter . through the 
| sperits of Chrift, which God grant. Amen: 
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JOR’ Expottalation with his Wife. 


Jon. mas 10, - . 


i What !— “fpall- we receive good at the hand 
o God, and geal not receive evil alfo ? 


HESE are the words of Job ute 
tered in the depth of his mifé 
aaa by way of reproof to his wife, 
for’ the counfel we find fhe. had given 
. him in the foregoing . verfe; namely, 
not to retain his integrity any longer,— 
but to curfe God and die. Though it 
is not..very evident, what was parti- 
cularly meant and implied i in the words 
—‘* Curfe God. and die,”--yet it is.certain 
from Job’s reply to them, that they di- 
reéted him to fome. -ftep, which was rafh 
and unwarrantable, and probably, asit is 
generally explained, meant that he fhould 
openly call God’s juftice’ to an account, 
and ‘by a blafphemous accufation of It, 
_— God to deftroy Be being: as if 
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fhe had faid,--After fo many fad things 
which have befallen thee, notwithftand- 
ing thy integrity, what gaineft thou by 
ferving God, feeing he bears thus hard 
upon thee, as though thou watt his ene- 
my °-----ought fo faithful a fervant as” 
thou haft been, to receive fo much un- 
kind treatment at his hands; and. 
tamely to fubmit te. it ?---patiently- to 


~ tuttam the evils he has brought upon 


thy houfe, and neither murmur with thy 
lips, nor charge him with injuftice ?--—~-- 
bear it not.thus;---and as thy piety could 


not at firft protect thee from fuck misfor- 


tunes,~--nor thy behaviour,under them 
could fince move Gad to. take pity 
on thee;----change thy conduct towards 
him,-~-boldly. expoftulate with him,—— 


upbraid him openly with unkiadnefs,— 


call his juftice and providence to an 


= 


account: for oppreffiing thee in fo ume - . 
‘deferved a manner, and get that benefit 


by provoking him, which thou haft not 
been able to obtain by ferving htm ;—— 


todie at once by his hands, and be: freed, 


at leaft, from the greater mifery of a 


lingering, and a mare ‘tormenting death. 


On 


= 
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On the other hand, fome interpreters 
tells us, that the word curfe, in “the 


original, is equivocal, and does more 
literally fignify here, to blefs, than to 


blafpheme, and confequently that the. 
whole is rather to be confideredas a farcalti- 


al fcoff at Job’s piety. As if it had 
been faid;——-Go to, —_blefs Gad, 


and die;——-fince thou art fo ready to 
praife him in troubles as thou haft done, 
go on in thy own way, and fee how God 
will reward thee, by a miferable death 
‘which 8 catv'tt not avoid. 


Without difpating the merits of thefe 
two interpretations, it may not feem an . 
improbable conjecture, that the words 
imply fomething ftil! different from what 
1s exprefled in-either of them,——and 
inftead of: fuppofing them as an incite- 
‘ment to blafpheme God,——-which was 
madnefS, or that they were intended 
‘as an infult; which was unnatural; 
that her advice to-curfe God and die, — 


‘was meant here, that he fhould refolve 


npon a voluntary death ‘himfelf, ‘which 
was an 2& not only in his own power, 


‘but what carried fome appearance of a 
G 
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“remedy with it, and promifed, at. leaft 
at firtt fight, fome refpite from pain, as 
at would put an end, both to his life, and 
his misfortunes together. 


One may fuppofe that with all the 
concern and affeCtion which was natural, 
fhe beheld her lord affi@ted both with 
poverty and ficknefs;—by one fudden 
blow brought down from his palace to 
the dunghill——In one mournful day, 
‘fhe faw, that not only the fortunes of his 
houfe. were blatted, but likewife the 
hopes of his pofterity cut off for ever by 
the untimely lofs of his children. 
She knew he was a virtuous and an 
upright man, and deferveda better fate; 
her heart bled the more for him-—- 
fhe faw the profpet before him was 
dreadful,—that there appeared no pof- 
fible means, which could retrieve the 
fad fituation of his affairs, ---that death, 
the laft—the furett friend to the unfor- 
tunate, could only fet him free ;—and that 
‘it was better to.refolve upon that at once, 
‘than vainly endeavour to wade through 
| fuch afeaof troubles, which in the end 
would overwhelm. him. ~——We may fup- 

pofe 
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| pofe her fpirits finking under thofe appre-- 


henfions, when fhe began to look upon” 
his conftancy as a fruitlefs virtue, and 
from that perfuafion, to have faid unto 
him, Curfe God,---depend no: fonger 
upon him, nor wait the iffues of his 
providence which has. already forfaken 
thee ;—-—-as there is_ no help: from that 
quarter,———refolve to extricate thyfelf----« 
and fince thou haft met with no juttice in 
this world---leave it,---die---and force thy 
paffage into a better country, mene mus- 


fortunes cannot follow thee. 


Whether this paraphrafe upon: the 
words is juft, or the former interpre- 
tations be admitted,——the reply in the 
text is equally proper; What !---fhalk 
we receive good at the hands of God, 
and fhall we not receive evil alfo! Are 
not both alike the -difpenfations of an: 
all-wife, and good being, who knows 
and determines what is beft 2? and where- 
fore fhould I make myfelf~ the: judge, 
to receive the one, and yet be {fo partial 
as to reje@ the other, when by. fairly 
putting both into™ the fcale; 1 may be 
ees how much the good outweighs 
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the evil ‘in all cafes? in my own,, con- 
fider how ftrong this argument is againit 
“me, “ 


' Im the begianing of my days, how did 
God crown me with honour? In how re- 
inarkable a manner did his providence fet 
_ @ hedge about me, and about all that 
I had on every fide?----how he profpered 
the works of my hands, fo that our fub- 
ftance and happinefs increafed every day ? 


‘hae now, when for reafons beft er 
to his infinite wifdom, he has thought 
fit to try me with affli@ions,--thall 1 
rebel againft him in finning with my 
lips, ‘and charging him foolithly ?----God 
forbid.------O rather may I look up to- 
wards that hand which has bruifed me,--- 
for he maketh fore and he bindeth up,---- 
he woundeth and his hands make whole; 
from his bounty only has iffued all I 
had, from his wifdom,----all I have loft, — 
' for he giveth and he hath taken away 
blefied be bis mame. | 


There are few inftances < wiitbules 


“Sirtue more engaging thaa a of this 
. heroic 
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heroic caft, and if we may teke the tefti- 
mony of a heathen -philofopher upon rt, 
there is not an obje&t in thisworld which 
_ God can befuppofed to look down upon 
with greater pleafure, than that of a. good 
man involved in misfortunes, furrounded 
on all fides with diificulties,yer chear~ 
fulty bearing up his head;. and ftruggling ° 
againit them with firmnefs and conftancy | 
of ‘mind.— Certainly to our conceptions 
fuch objects muft be truly engaging,—and 
the reafon of fo exalted an encomium from 
this hand, is eafy to be guefied: no 
doubt: the wifeft of the heathen. philo- | 
fophers had found from obfetvation 
upon the life of man, that the many 
troubles and infirmities of his nature, 
the ficknefles, difappointments, forrows 
. for the lofs of children of property, with 
the numberlerlefs other calamities and 
" erofs aceidents, te which. the life of man — 
ts fubje&, were in themfelves fo great— 
and fo little folid comfort to be admi- 
niftered from the mere- refinements of 
philofophy -in fuch emergencies, that 
there was ho vittue which required 
greater efforts, or which was found fo 


a to be atchieved upon moral prin- 
ciples ; 
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ciples; upoa moral principles—which 
‘had no foundation to fuftain this great 
weight, which the infirmities of .our 
nature laid upon it. And for this rea- 
fon ’tis obfervable that there is no fub- 
je€t, upon which. the moral writers of 


antiquity have exhaufted fo much of their | 


* eloquence, or where they have {pent fuch 
time and pains, as in this of endeavour- 
ing to reconcile. men to thefe evils. In-., 
fomuch, that from thence in moft mo- 
dern languages, the patient enduring 
of affliction has by degrees obtained the 
name of philofophy, and almo{t mono- 
polized the word to itfelf, as if it was 
the chief end, or compendium of all the 
wifdom which philofophy had to offer. 


And indeed confidering what lights they | 


had, fome of them wrote extremely well ; 
yet, as whatthey faid proceeded .more 
.from the head, than the heart, ’twas 
yenerally more calculated to filence a 
man in his troubles, than to convince, 
and teach him how to bear them. And 
therefore, however fubtle and ingenious 
their arguments might appear in ‘the 
reading, ’tis to be feared. they loft much 
of their .efficacy, when tried in the ap- 


plication. 
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plication. lf a man was thruft back ‘in 
the world by difappointments, or—as 
was Job’s cafe------had fuffered a fudden 
change in his fortunes, from an affluent 
condition was brought down bya train 
of cruel accidents, and pinched with po- 
vérty,----philofophy would come in, and 
exhort him to ttand his ground;-~----it 
would tell him that the fame greatnefs 
and ftrength of mind, which enabled 
him to behave well in the days of his 


_- profperity,; thould equally enable himto 


behave well in the days of his adverfity; 
----that it was the property of only weak 
and bafe fpirits, who were infolent in the 


one, to be dejected and overthrown by 


the other: whereas great and generous 
fouls were at all times calm and equal.---- 


'. As they enjoyed the advantages of lifé 


with indifference,----they were able to 
refign them with the fame temper,----and 
confequently----were out of the reach of 
fortune. All which, however fine, and 
likely to fatisfy the fancy of a man at 
eafe, could convey but little confolation 
to aheart already pierced with forrow,---- 
nor is it to be conceived how af un- 
fortunate creature fhould any more re- 

ceive 
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ceive reltef from fuch a lecture, however 
jutt, than a-man racked with. an acute 
fit of the gout or ftone,.could be. fup- 
pofed to be fet free from torture, by 
hearing from his phyfician a nice differ- 
tation upon his cafe. The pbilofophic 
confolations in ficknefs, of in afflictions 
for the death of friends and kindred, 
were jutt as efficacious,----and were rather 
in general to be confidered as good fayr 
ings than good remedies. So that, if, 
a man was bereaved of a promifing child, 
in whom all his hopes and expectations 
. Centered----or a wife was left deftitute to 

- mourn the lofs and proteétion of a. kind 
and tender hufband, Seneca or Epicte- 
tus would tell the penfive parent and 
difconfolate widow,-----that tears and la- 
mentation for the dead were fruitlefs and 
abfurd;-----that to die, was the neceflary 
and unavoidable debt of nature ;-----and 


as it could admit of no remedy-----’twas 


impious and foolith to grieve and fret 
themfelves upon it. Upon which fage 


_counfel, as well as many other leffons _ 


of the fame ftamp, the - fame reflection 
might be applied, which is faid to have 
been made by one of the Roman empe- 
= | rors, 
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rors, to one .who adminittered the fame 
confolation to him on a like occafion----- 
to whom advifing him to be comforted, 
and make himfelf eafy, fince the event 
had been brought about by a fatality 


and could not be helped,----he replied---- 


“ That this was fo far from leffening 
his trouble----that it was the very circum- 
ftance- which occafioned it.” So that 
upon the whale----when the true value of 
thefe, and many more of their current ar- 
guments-have been weighed and brought 
to the teft----one is led to doubt, whether 


.the greateft part of their heroes, the 


moft renowned’ for. conftancy, were not 


much more indebted to good nerves 


and fpirits, or the natural happy frame. 
of their tempers, for behaving well, than 
to any extraordinary helps, which they 
could be fuppofed to receive from their 
ifftruGtors. And therefore! fhould make 
No fcruple to affert, that one fuch in- 
ftance of patience and refignation as this, 


“which the fcripture gives us in the per-. 


fon of Job, of one not pompoufly de- 


claiming upon.the contempt of pain and 


poverty, but of 4 man funk in the loweft 
condition of hemanity, to behold him 
_. a when 
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when ftripped of - his eftate,----his wealth, 
his friends, -his children,--------chearfully - 
holding up his ‘head, and entertaining 
his hard fortune with firmnefs: and fe-. 
renity, and this, not from a ftoical 
ftupidity,, but a juft fenfe of God’s 
providence, and a perfuafion of his 
juttice and goodnefs in all his dealings, — 
——Such an example, I fay, as this, is 
of more univerfal ufe, fpeaks truer to. 
the heart, than all the heroic precepts, 
which the pedantry of philofophy have to 
offer. ~ _— - 


"This leads me to the point I airh at in: 
this difcourfe;—namely, that there are 
no principles but thofe of religion to be 
- depended: on. in Cafes of real ftrefs, and — 
that thefe are able to encounter the worft 
emergencies; and to bear us up under | 
all the changes and chances to which our. 
life his fubje® ee 
| _ :Confider. then, what | virtue. the very: 
firft principle’ of .religion has, and how 
wonderfully it is conducive to. this. end, 
That there is a God, a 5 owerfuf, a wife © 
and good being, who fh ‘made’the world: 

4 | and; 
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and continues to govern it;—by .whofe 
goodnefs all things: are defigned—and 
by whofe providence all things are con- 
duéted to bring about. the greateft and 
beft ends... The forrowful and: penfive 
wretch that was giving way.to ‘his mif-. 
fortunes, and mournfully finking under 
them, the moment this do@rine comes 
into his aid, hufhes.all his complaints— 
and thus {peaks comfort to his foul—‘ Ie 
is the Lord, let him do what feemeth him 
good,—without his direction I know that 
no evil can befall me,—without his: per- 
miffion that no power can hurt me,—it is 
impoflible a being fo wife fhould miftake 
my happinefs——--or that’ a being fo good 
fhould: contradict it. If he has denied 
me riches ar ‘other advantages—perhaps 


he forefees the gratifying my wifhes would 


undo me, and.by.my own abufe of them 
be perverted.to my ruin.------lf he has 
denied me the requeft of children,—or 
in his providence has thought fit to take 
them from me—how can I fay—whether 
he has not dealt kindly. with me, and 
only taken that away which he forefaw 
would embitter and fhorten my days—Ict 
does fo, to thoufands, where the difobedi- 
| ence 
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ence of a thanklefs chitd has brought down 
the parents. grey-hairs with forrow to the 
grave. Has he vifited me with ficknefs, 
poverty, or other difappomtments >—can 
I fay, but thefe are: blefimgs in difguife ? 
-——fo many different exprefiions of his care 


and concern to ‘difintangle ‘my thoughts 


from this world, and fx them upon,:ano- 
ther,—..another, a better world beyond 
this!”’——-This thought opens a new fcene 
of hope and confolation to the unfortu- 
nate;—and as the perfuafion of a pra- 
vidence reconciles him .to the evils he 
has. fuffered,-—this profpe@ of a future 
life gives: him ftrength to defpife them, 
and. eiteem the light afflictions of his life 
as they are—not worthy to be compared 
ta what i Is ieee os him hereafter. 


| Things are pier or fimall by compa. 
rifon—and he who looks no further 
than this world, and ballances the ac» 
‘compts of his joys and fufferings from 
that confideration, finds all his forrows 
enlarged, and at the clofé of them will be _ 
apt to look back, and caft the fame fad 
refieCtion upon the. whole, which the 


patriarch did to Pharaoh,— “ That few 


_ and 


” 


a Fioully-------and fo.leave them to nature. 
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aod evil: had: heen the days- o€ his: pilgri- 


“mage: - Bur: lee him: hft:.up~ his eyes. 


tewards- heaven,: and’ ftedfatily: behold 
the life and immortality of a fature ftate, 
——he then wipes away alb tears fronm 
off his eyes for ever. and ever ;—like. 
the. exiled: captive; big with ‘the. hopes 
that he is. returning home ;--+---he.-feels 
not’ the : weight ‘of .his chains, ox: counts — 
the days of his captivity ; but locks for- 
ward -with rapture. towards. the. country. 
where his heart i is fied before: 3 
df 
-Thete are. the: aids which | religion of- 
fers us towerds the regulation of our 
fpirie ander the evils of life,~--but like 
great cordials,—--they are feldom -ufed 
but on greater oceurrences.----In the leffer 
evilg of life we feem to ftand unguarded . 
------and@ our peace and contentment are: 


_ overthrown, and our happinefs broke in 


upon: by a ‘little impatience of fpirit, 
under the crofs and untoward a¢cidents 
we mect with.----Thefe ftand unprovided 
for, and we neglect them as we do the 
flighter indifpofitions: of the body---- 
which we think not worth treating -fe- 


In 
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In good-habits of the boxy, this: may do, 
~~-and I.would gladly.:believe, there are. 
fuch good habits of the temper,----fuch e: 


complexional eafe and.health of heart, -as- 
muy often faye. the patient much medicine. 


~--- We areftill to confider----that however 
fuch good frames:of mind are got--—they 


are worth-preferving:-by.all rules ;-~-~pa- 
tience and contentment.—--which . like; the. 


treafure. hid in the field for.which a man 
fold.all.he had, to .purchafe----is. of that 


price that it cannot be had; at too great. . 


a purchafe, fince without it, the bett 
condition. in life cannot; make-us happy, 


~-rand-with it, it is impoffible we fhould 


be’ miferable ‘even, in, the worlt,--—---Give 
me leave therefore to clofe this difcourfe 
with fome’ reflections upon the fubject 
of.a contented mind------and the duty in 
man of regulating his fpirit, in our, way. 
through Jife;----a fubjedt in every body’s 
mouth-+5—preached upon daily to our, 
friends and. kindred but too oft in 
fuch a ftyle, as to convince the party 
leGtured, only of this truth;———that we 


bear the misfortunes.of ochers with excel- 


lent tranquility... 2. See 
a ee eee I believe, 
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‘+T Believe there are-:thoufands fo ex- 


‘travagant in: their ideas of contentment, 
a8 to imagine that. it muft confift. in 
“having every thing in: this: world turn 
‘out the way-they. with :——that.they are 
to fit down in happinefs,'and feel them- 
felves fo at cafe at all points, as to defire 
‘nothing’ better, ‘and:nothing» more. I 
‘own ‘there: are . inftances of fome, who 
‘feem to pafs through the world, as if all 
their paths -had. been -: ftrewed. with rofe- 
buds of delight; senae but a little experience 


will convince us, ’tis a fatal expectation 
_‘to' go upon.——+We are:born to trouble, 


‘and’ we may ‘depénd’ upan. it: whilft we 
‘live in this -world: we: fhall have. it, 
though with. interrniflions———that. “is, 
in whatever ftate we -are, we fhall find 
-a ‘mixture’ of :good and evil; dnd. there- 
fore the true “way: to. contentment, - is to 
‘know: to réceive thefe certain. -vicifhitudes 


. of life,.-the: returns of good: and evil, fo 


‘as neither to be exalted by the one, or aver- 
thrown ‘by the-other, but to -bear our- 
felves ‘tewards every thing which hap- 


‘pens, with fuch-eafe ard: indifference. of . 
‘mind, .a8::to ‘hazard -as~little as :may 


a be; 
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be. This is the true temperate climate 


frred for us by: nature,: aad .ig,° which - 


every wife man would wifh_ to live—— 
‘God knows, we ate perpetually fraying 
out of it, aad by giving wings to our 
imaginations-in . the. tragfparts, we dream 


of, from fuch or fuch.a fituation in life, we — 


ane carried alway: alternately ato all the 
extremes of ‘hor and cold; for. which as 


we.are neither fitted by nature, er prs- — 


pared by expettation, we feel them. with 
all their. violence, and. with. all their .dap- 
ger too. A 


. God, for wife: teafons, has made our 


affairs ia this world, almoft as fickle and - 
capritious as ourfeivés,——Paim and plea- 
fare, like Hight and darknefs, fueceed each . 


‘other; and he that knows how to accom- 
qnodate ‘himfelf to :theit periodical te 
turns, can wifély extract-the good from 
athe: svil,——+-knows only how te hve:——— 
this is true: contentment, at jeaft all that 


“48 to be had oof it in this world, and for © 


thie every man qmit be indebted not 
to kis-fortane but to bimfelf.—Aad: i 
eed :it would ‘have: beeh -frange, af 
duty % becoming us: maidependent: enca- 
oa. | | ‘tures, 


* 
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tures and fo neceffary befides to all 
our well beings, had been placed out 
of the reach of any in fome meature to 
put 10 practice---and for this reafon, there 
is {carce any lot fo low, but there is 
fomething in it to fatisfy the man whom 
it has befallen; providence having fo 
ordered things, that in every man’s cup, 
how bitter foever, there are fome cordial 
drops----fome good circumftances, which 
if wifely extracted, are fufficient for the 
purpofe he warfts them,—that is, tomake | 
him contented, and if not happy, atleatt- 
refigned. May God blefs us all with 

this Spirit, for the fake of Jefus Chrift, 


Amen, 


THE END. 
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